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Revd Brian Talbot writes: 

Using AI for New Church Teachings 

Revd David Gaffney writes: 

As for many of us, I have recently begun using AI 

[artificial intelligence] search engines to help write 

articles etc. They’re amazing things, and save an 

enormous amount of time searching through 

reference books.  

I usually find that as I read through them, I do a lot of 

tweaking and altering to my preferred words or 

phrasing. After I’ve finished writing a piece, it 

somehow doesn’t seem to sound so alien to my own 

personal style.  

About Us 

To find out more about The General 

Conference of the New Church, 

including the locations of our 

Churches, visit our web site at: 

www.generalconference.org.uk 

Contributions 

If you would like to contribute a letter 

or article to future issues of E-Read, 

please send it via email to: 

paul.crone@generalconference.org.uk 

Please note that publication is at the 

discretion of our spiritual leadership. 

Share E-Read 

Feel free to print and share this 

publication. 

Sign up 

Sign up for E-Read and E-News 

email notifications at:  

www.generalconference.org.uk/signup/ 

Local News 

View local Church newsletters at: 
www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/newsletters/ 

 

Home Worship 

To download the latest Home 

Worship material please visit: 
www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/home-worship/ 

To subscribe via email, please sign 

up:  

www.generalconference.org.uk/hwsignup 

 

 

     E-Read 

 
        The General Conference of the New Church Articles and Letters 

Donations 
 

E-Read and E-News are provided completely free of charge. 
 

If you would like to donate to support this ongoing resource, 
please do so here: 

 
https://www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/donations  

Rise and Shine Radio Show 
 

Revd Jack Dunion broadcasts his own online radio show every 
Sunday at 9am on Lomond Radio (formerly River Radio): 

https://lomondradio.co.uk/shows/rise-and-shine 
 

The link below allows you to catchup Rise & Shine programs: 
https://www.mixcloud.com/RevJack/ 
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Some say they are a bit of a cheat. But I might perhaps compare the use of AI Search 

Engines with a craftsman of old, say a carpenter who has used hand tools all his life and 

then, power tools came along. The work, identifying the problem, design, having 

knowledge and experience of timbers and skills to work with them are still more or less the 

same, but with a few adjustments and additions to his techniques he can produce much 

more without getting fatigued.  

However, AI search engines are not infallible! Quite often you will intuit that something is 

not right; nuances, fine distinctions and shades of meaning, often, are not picked up by AI. 

No doubt, that as time goes on they will become more sophisticated and will learn, and we 

will learn with them.   

I recently had a problem with AI mixing up ‘conjunction’ and ‘union’ which although they 

can have similar meanings, getting them the wrong way around in the context of New 

Church Theology will have significant implications in correctly understanding the New 

Church.  

So, personally, I experiment with the use of AI for articles and save myself and my eyesight 

a lot of fatigue.  But, I would say, be careful of their shortcomings and grow with them as 

time progresses.  

Rev. D Gaffney, April 2025 

 


