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The General Conference of the New Church News
About Us Donations

To find out more about The
General Conference of the New
Church, including the locations of
our Churches, visit our web site at:

gcnc.org.uk
Send Us Your News

If you have any news that you
would like to share in a future issue
of E-News, please send it via email
to: gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk

Share E-News

Feel free to print and share this
publication.

Sign up for E-News and E-Read
email notifications at:
gcnc.org.uk/signup

Local News

View local Church newsletters at:
gcnc.org.uk/resources/newsletters

Home Worship

To download the latest Home
Worship material please visit:
gcnc.org.uk/resources/home-

worship

To subscribe via email, please sign
up at: genc.org.uk/hwsignup

E-News and E-Read are

provided completely free of charge.

If you would like to donate to support this ongoing resource,
please do so here:

https://www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/donations

Rise and Shine Radio Show

Our Spiritual Leader, Revd Jack Dunion, broadcasts his own

online radio show every Sunday at 9am on River Radio (formerly

Leven Radio):

https://riverradio.uk/

The link below now gives access to all backdated Rise & Shine

programs:

https://www.mixcloud.com/RevJack/

Re: Auckland New Church

Gail Bignell writes:

I was sad to hear that the Auckland New Church is
closing on February 28th. I visited it for a service with

John and Jenny Sutton in February 2006 and then

they drove me back to my daughter’s house to meet

her. I had previously known John and Jenny when

John was Minister at Brightlingsea New Church. I

received a warm welcome at the Auckland church and

was pleased to meet Revd Keyworth after the service.
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Below is a photo of myself with John and Jenny at Fiona’s house.
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Snowdrops

Revd Alison Southcombe writes:

Snowdrops - the tiny flowers that bring great cheer
How can such a tiny white flower bring us so much joy and gladness I wonder?

Well before spring, when there's a
frost on the ground, the trees are
bare, and there's still a chill in the
air, one flower braves its way into
blooming. There is something about
these tiny white flowers pushing up
through the frozen soil that gives us
such a lift in January and February:.

e

It must be to do with slowly coming
out of winter and beginning again the wonderful cycle of new growth and blossoming that
these flowers herald.
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Galanthus Nivalis which is the Latin name for the common snowdrop, isn’t actually a British
native, but comes from mainland Europe and was even mentioned in ancient Greek
literature. It is believed that snowdrops were introduced into British gardens around the
beginning of the 16th century and then they escaped into the wild with wonderful results!

In the historical Christian tradition, snowdrops are flowers associated with Candlemas, as
they come into blossom at the same time as this Feast Day which is marked on February 2nd
and celebrates the presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the purification of His mother
Mary.  As a result of the historical connection to this feast day, snowdrops traditionally
came to symbolise consolation, hope and purity.

Although to most of us, one snowdrop looks pretty much the same as another, there is a
whole other world of ‘Galanthophiles’ out there, prepared to pay hundreds of pounds for a
single bulb of a rare variety. I’'m happy enough with the common or garden ones that have
been given to me. These came from John Cunningham’s garden in Suffolk where he has
thousands growing. Amazing as it may seem, John’s snowdrops along with his kindness have
travelled far and wide around the country, as he has sent them to Purley in Warwickshire, to
Derbyshire, Berkshire, Essex, North Tyneside and Lancashire.

Snowdrops are best planted ‘in the green’ after flowering has finished (probably in March)
when they will become dormant and then flower the following year. So, if someone offers
you a clump of snowdrops for your garden - my advice is to accept them, as there is nothing
quite like their winter cheer!

Now the glad earth her frozen zone unbinds,
And o’er her bosom breathe the western winds;
Already the Snowdrop dares appear

The first pale blossom of th’ unripen’d year;
Anna Laetitia Barbauld (1743-1825)
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New Course Spring 2021

With Stephen Russell- Lacy
A;Eburse focusing on a deeper awareness of feelings and ideas
" that can support our journey through life. To better steer
through the ups and downs of daily living
Session 1 Ideal qualities in
humanity
Session 2 Meaningful aims in life
Session 3 Connecting with difficult
people
Session 4 Good experiences
Session 5 Worry and stress
Session 6 Facing death with courage
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