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Angels, our brothers are messengers bright,  
Holy and beautiful mantled with light; 

Sent by our Father’s love, vigils they keep 
Watching still over us waking asleep. 

Paths may be dangerous, troubles be sore, 
Angels press closer and guard us the more 

Leading so tenderly over the road, 
All through life’s wilderness nearer to God. 

This is one of my favourite hymns that I always 
remember singing in Sunday school at Spring Hill, 
Accrington, many more years since than I care to 
remember. As a child I was never quite sure what ‘vigils’ 
meant but I liked the thought of angels ‘mantled with 
light.’ Another hymn that I liked was ‘Ah, loving Saviour, 
fain would I loving be,’ Again the word ‘fain’ puzzled me. 
Apart from the name and lifespan note at the bottom of 
these hymns, I knew very little about him, until recently 
idly browsing through the 1875 volume of ‘Intellectual 

Repository’ I came across his obituary, which perhaps is one of the most interesting and 
unusual biographies of a New Church minister that I have encountered. So, in writing my 
article, I have to thank the IR editor/author for this article for being my primary source. 
Two other sources were a history of the Peter Street, Manchester, Church and the 
History of New Church House. Another and very different source was the on-line 
information contained in the history and records of the church of the Latter Day Saints 
(LDS) otherwise known as Mormons. I also have to thank Maeve Hawkins for her 
indefatigable researches through ‘Ancestry’ and other on-line resources. My initial 
curiosity was roused by the writer of John Hyde’s obituary stating that John Hyde very 
seldom spoke about his experiences as a Mormon.


1

Contributions 

If you would like to contribute 
a letter or article to future 
issues of e-Read, please send it 
via email to : 

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Please note that publication is 
at the discretion of our Spiritual 
Leadership. 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are 
provided completely free of 
charge. If you would like to 
make a donation to help the 
General Conference of the 
New Church maintain these 
services, please visit: 

http://gcnc.org.uk/donations 

mailto:gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk
http://gcnc.org.uk/donations
mailto:gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk
http://gcnc.org.uk/donations


4th November 2019 ISSUE #18

John Hyde was born in London on the 26th of February 1833 to John Hyde senior and 
his wife Martha (nee Wright) and was forty two years old when he died in 1875. His 
biographer tells us that as a child he was ‘a bright and happy boy, ardent and happy in 
temperament, gentle and affectionate in disposition.’ He was educated at a school in 
Hackney but studied with his father in the evenings.  His family were originally Wesleyan 
Methodists and as a boy he attended the Methodist Sunday School class and Bible 
Study classes. From an early age he took delight in studying the Bible. The writer of his 
obituary states that at the age of sixteen he took the affirmative side in debates about 
religion and impressed audiences by his fluency and the power of his speech, 
presumably this was on behalf of the Latter Day Saints because sometime in the 
mid-1840s his family had joined their Church.


The Church of the LDS was first formally organised and recognised as a religious 
movement in New York, by Joseph Smith, in 1830 and lost no time in making converts. 
In 1837 the first group of seven missionaries came to England, landing at Liverpool and 
beginning their programme of preaching and making converts in Preston, Lancashire. 
They made many converts, almost instantly, by their missionizing and by the power of 
their preaching. By the 1840s they were well established in the London area. In 1841 the 
first copies of the Book of Mormon were printed in Liverpool and in that year, Brigham 
Young, over from America, presented Queen Victoria and Prince Albert with a specially 
bound copy. Many of the English converts emigrated to the USA, one estimate is that 
100,000 LSD converts left England between 1841 and 1900 for the USA, most of them 
going to Utah where the headquarters of the LDS was being established. It was 
estimated that by 1870 more than half the population of Utah were English LDS 
immigrants.


LDS records state that John Hyde Junior was baptised into the Mormon church on the 
fourth of September 1848. He would then have been fifteen years old. In December 
1848 he was ordained as a priest and preached in various places in England until June 
1851. He was so successful that he was appointed to the French Mission when he was 
still seventeen years old John had no knowledge of the French language but he quickly 
acquired enough linguistic skill to address audiences in French. He was ordained on the 
1st August 1851 as ‘one of the seventies’ an office of equal power but inferior jurisdiction 
to ‘one of the Twelve.’ He spent some of this time in the Channel Islands. In January 
1853, he returned from France. He had also become engaged to Lavinia Hawkins, who 
along with her mother preceded him to Salt Lake City.


On 5th February 1853, still only twenty years old he sailed from Liverpool to New Orleans 
along with nearly four hundred other passengers, all Mormons heading for Salt Lake 
City. It is hard for us to envisage today what a fraught and lengthy journey that must 
have been. There he was married to Lavinia by Brigham Young. Two children Walter 
Albert Hyde and Hubert John Hyde were born in 1855 and 1856 respectively. It says 
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much for the conditions of those times that both children died in the year in which they 
were born. 


On February 10th 1854 he was initiated into the mysteries of ‘Mormon endowment’. 
None knew what these were before initiation! However, Hyde was becoming increasingly 
disillusioned with some of the practices of Mormonism. The excitement and enthusiasm 
of his religious faith began to diminish when he found that the actualities of living in Salt 
Lake City were far different from perhaps his inspired, idealistic imaginings. He began to 
be disillusioned by certain of the practices that had not become evident in England, 
including amongst other things the autocracy of the leaders, and polygamy and other 
sexual practices. He brought these to the attention of the leading members of the LDS 
who told him that he was getting into ‘darkness.’


He was then ‘called’ i.e. sent, in April 1856 to the Sandwich Islands or as we would 
perhaps know them today - Hawaii. (Hawaii had been heavily settled and missionized by 
the LDS). He was not allowed to take Lavinia with him and she was left with relatives in 
Salt Lake City. Increasingly unhappy about his feelings towards Mormonism, Hyde went 
to Hawaii, determined this time, to explain how he truly felt about the movement, and to 
explain and make clear his concerns to his friends and finally to renounce the LDS. In his 
own words he wrote, ’As a boy I embraced it, as a man I renounced it.’ He published his 
concerns in a Newspaper/Journal of the islands called the ‘The Polynesian’ and wrote 
an anti-LDS booklet in 1857 which dealt with the things that he felt unacceptable in a 
very detailed way. In LDS on-line resources he is referred to as ‘one of the most famous 
apostate writers of the early Utah period,’ and a renegade and traitor. He was formally 
ex-communicated and ‘delivered over to Satan!’ News of his excommunication was 
reported in an article ‘the Deseret News’ by Heber C Kimball who wrote :- “ By the 
consent of my brethren, I shall move that John Hyde be cut off from the Church of the 
Latter Day Saints. He shall be cut off, root and branch. There is no sympathy to be 
shown to such a man. Brother Wells has seconded the motion I have made. All that are 
in favour that John Hyde be cut off from the Church of the Latter Day Saints and that he 
be delivered over to Satan to be buffeted in the flesh will raise their right hands. 
Unanimously Carried.”


He finally returned to England in 1858 without Lavinia who refused to go with him. An 
LDS document of this time notes his status as ‘married.’ Meanwhile Lavinia had married 
Thomas Woodmansee. On his return to England Hyde took action to have the marriage 
annulled which set a precedent in English law. This was to lead to a definition of 
marriage under English law. Lord Justice Penzance found that ‘Institutions in foreign 
countries, including marriage, cannot be considered valid under English law unless 
these resembled the equivalent English constitution. English law could therefore could 
not recognise either polygamy or concubinage as marriage.’
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Hyde came across the New Church and Swedenborg whilst still in America and was 
impressed by the teachings on ‘correspondences.’ On arriving back in England he was 
introduced to Rev Dr Jonathan Bayley who realised his interest and his intellectual 
potential and re-kindled his enthusiasm and faith in the Word of the Lord. Bayley 
baptised him into the New Church on 24th October 1858 and encouraged him to work 
towards the ministry of the New Church. He threw himself whole-heartedly into the work, 
alongside Bayley, at Argyle Square and already his public addresses and speeches were 
admired for their grasp of New Church theology and for their ‘vigorous and eloquent 
delivery.’ In 1859 he was engaged as the ‘Leader’ of the Brightlingsea Society and over 
the next two or three years became regarded as one of the best and most successful 
preachers in the New Church. 


At the beginning of 1861 he accepted an invitation from the Derby Society where he was 
ordained in September 1861 and where he stayed until receiving an invitation from Peter 
Street, Manchester Society in 1866. An extract from the ‘History of the Derby Church 
states “that Mr Hyde had wonderful ability as a speaker, preacher and writer who soon 
became well known and during several courses of lectures the church was full, seats 
being placed in the aisles.” It also records that, “On August 6th 1866 a very large number 
of members and friends of the church met to bid him farewell. Various valuable and 
elegant mementos of affection from the society had previously been given to Mrs Hyde 
and an address which had been suitably prepared was impressively read by the 
Chairman Alderman Madeley.” Madeley pointed out the increase in members of the 
society and the congregation and formally thanked him for his ministrations and the very 
useful lessons in which he had taught them from the pulpit and in private circles. John 
Hyde was married again towards the end of his ministry at Derby. IR records that ‘at the 
Derby Babington Lane Church’ John Hyde of Derby married Anne eldest daughter of Mr 
George Holme, manufacturer of Derby who was a prominent member of the Derby 
society. Unusually, I think, his obituary in IR doesn’t mention his wife or his family. The 
history of the Derby Society booklet refers to Mrs Hyde at his fare-well service. ‘The 
History of the Peter Street Society’ records that Rev John Hyde and Ann Hyde both 
signed the Members Roll in 1866. There were four children of the marriage, one a 
daughter who died in infancy in 1868 and another daughter Ellen born in 1868. There 
were also two sons - George born in 1869 and Frederick born in 1870. An obituary in the 
New Church magazine of 1922 records the death of the eldest: “West Park Avenue, St 
Helens at the age of forty-three, George Hyde, eldest son of Rev John Hyde of 
Manchester, born in 1869.”  


Hyde remained at Peter Street until his death some nine years later. During this time his 
life was filled with activity both in his own society and throughout the whole church 
organisation.  He was elected President of the General Conference three times within 
this short span, the youngest minister to have held this office  and according to the 
writer of his obituary “no one ever fulfilled the duties of this onerous and honourable 
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position with more tact or with greater industry and zeal and there were few useful works 
initiated either in or out of Conference in which Mr Hyde was not actually concerned.” 
For example, he wrote the ‘Child‘s Catechism, compiled the ‘Supplement to the Hymn 
Book,’ and ‘A New School Hymnbook’ writing hymns for them both, and was an active 
member of compiling the new liturgy. He published a series of interesting and useful 
tracts for the Manchester Tract Society and contributed articles regularly for the 
Intellectual Repository. He was in great demand as a lecturer on theological subjects 
and also, on occasion secular subjects. He was actively interested in political and social 
ideas and movements both in Derby and in Manchester and was the author of several 
papers on Education and wrote an essay on ‘International Arbitration which was 
presented at a conference at Manchester Town hall. 


Again, in IR, great admiration is expressed by the way in which he preached and taught 
“He was clear and had the facility of adapting himself to the comprehension of the 
simple without violating the essential conditions of intellectual instrumentation. He was 
unfailingly graphic in description; in argument few were more persuasive and even fewer 
were so incisive and vigorous in intellectual discussion. He himself sometimes said that 
he was a rapid and ready, rather than a profound thinker, but if ever after a hasty 
generalisation further investigation convinced him that his first impressions were either 
inadequate or incorrect, he never hesitated to avow and correct his mistakes.” The 
obituary writer also remarks on his modesty  and lack of vanity concerning his own 
abilities. It would appear that he was a very happy, charming and much-loved individual. 


Physically John Hyde had always been strong and vigorous enjoying excellent health 
until the spring of 1875 when he became ill with a lingering, fatal illness.  


In 1875 the General Conference met at Peter Street at the beginning of August. By this 
time Hyde was on his death bed and had lost his sight. His mind however was as lively 
as ever. One of the topics on the Conference Agenda was the question of the necessity, 
or otherwise, of re-baptism into the New Church before a person could be ordained into 
the ministry. This, especially in the light of his own background, was a subject of great 
interest to him. He dictated to his wife, a letter setting out his views which was read to 
the Conference. He also sent a ‘Last loving message’ to the church, ‘Pray for the Peace 
of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love Thee’ days before he actually passed gently 
and peacefully into the spiritual world on the 18th of August.


Arrangements were made for services to be held at Peter Street and for another service 
to be held at St Luke’s church on Cheetham Hill Road where he owned a grave. The 
service at St Luke’s Church was conducted by Rev John Henn, who was rector at St 
John’s church Deansgate, the church where Rev john Clowes had ministered. Mr Henn 
was the secretary of the Manchester Hospital Sunday Committee in Manchester on 
which body John Hyde had served and had desired to conduct the service at St Luke’s.  
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On the Sunday following the funeral special morning and evening sermons were 
preached by Rev John Presland to over-flowing congregations.


A memorial tablet was placed in the Peter Street Church which later was installed in the 
South Manchester church (I wonder where it is now?)


Perhaps thinking of John Hyde’s hymn ‘Angels our Brothers’ the fourth verse referring to 
those who become angels after a lifetime of devotion is a fitting tribute to and a 
description of their author:


They through life’s pilgrimage trod evil down; 
They by their faithfulness won their bright crown 
Filled with love’s gentleness, merciful meek 
Finding their happiness helping the weak. 
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