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“I firmly believe that we 
Swedenborgians have much to 

offer on many topics on spirituality, 
the after-life and parapsychology. ” 

Dear E-Read reader,

Revd Brian Talbot has had an article published in The 
Christian Parapsychologist (September 2019). It is 
entitled “Swedenborg on Reincarnation and Memories”.  
The editor Dr Robert Gilbert describes it as “a highly 
original paper”. Bob continues “In this paper he presents 
a detailed account and analysis of the Swedish 
v is ionary ’s awareness o f , and approach to , 
reincarnation.” The Christian Parapsychologist is the 
journal published by The Churches Fellowship for 
Psychical and Spiritual Studies. They are Christians from 
mainstream churches, mainly Anglicans, who firmly 

believe in the after-life, some from personal experience, and are interested in Near Death 
Experiences, Spiritualism and so on.  

 

Brian writes: 


I firmly believe that we Swedenborgians have much to offer on many topics on 
spirituality, the after-life and parapsychology. If we are to engage with other people 
about such topics as reincarnation, we need to read books written by experts. I 
consequently read four books by the late Professor Ian Stevenson, the doyen of 
reincarnation studies, and his successor, Dr Jim B. Tucker, amongst other books. I then 
studied and re-studied what Swedenborg says about reincarnation, particularly 
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memories, in hundreds of passages in the Writings. I then came up with a theory that 
past-life experiences are visionary experiences in which the visionary has the more 
acute senses of their spiritual body activated, and they see, feel and remember the 
feeling-ful, holographic, more-than-cinematic, memories of the spirit projected for all to 
see. In the spiritual world our memories generate living holograms of people and places, 
which reflect our opinions and feelings about them from the time we first met them or 
visited them, right through to our last meeting with them. Without "reflection" or what 
Swedenborg calls divine inspiration, we can't separate somebody's experiences from 
our own. I then interpreted many very good examples of past-life memories gathered by 
Stevenson and others from a Swedenborgian perspective.  

 

If you want a copy of the article or have any questions, please contact Revd Brian 
Talbot.
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