
16th October 2019 ISSUE #16

E-READ 
The General Conference of the New Church Articles and Letters 

Spirits 
by Revd David Gaffney 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will 
be with Me in Paradise.’ ” (Luke 23:43) 

Part One

Note: the SOUL is in the very depth of us and is always beyond our consciousness, but 
is our connection with the Divine Life
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I have been moved to write this article on ‘Spirits’ due to enquiries from people about 
the nature of them. I’ve tried to describe what they are and how they interact with us 
here on Earth. This is important to know as it affects our lives. I intend to release it as a 
series of articles in order to keep them short. At this stage I’m not sure how many there 
will be. I hope you find them useful. They draw entirely on the Word of God in the Bible 
and Swedenborg’s Writings. Emanuel Swedenborg, was arguable the most prolific of the 
mystics, experiencing the spiritual world on regular occasions daily for many years; here 
is an excerpt from one of his books written in the mid 1700’s: 


Spirits are real people in real human bodies. 
“That the spirit of man (a person), when it has been loosed from the body, is still a man 
and in a like form, has been proved to me by the daily experience of many years; for I 
have seen such and have listened to them a thousand times, and have talked with them 
about this fact, that men in the world do not believe them to be men, and that those that 
do believe this are regarded by the learned as simple. Spirits are grieved at heart that 
such ignorance still continues in the world, and above all within the church. … 
Consequently, nearly all that go from this world are greatly surprised to find that they are 
alive, and are as much men as before, that they see, hear, and speak, and that their body 
enjoys the sense of touch as before, with no difference whatever. And when they cease 
to be astonished at themselves they are astonished that the church should know nothing 
about this state of men after death, thus nothing about heaven or hell, when in fact all 
that have ever lived in the world are in the other life and live as men… … When the spirit 
of man first enters the world of spirits, which takes place shortly after his resuscitation, as 
described above, his face and his tone of voice resemble those he had in the world, 
because he is then in the state of his exteriors, and his interiors are not as yet uncovered. 
This is man's first state after death. But subsequently his face is changed, and becomes 
entirely different, resembling his ruling affection or ruling love, in conformity with which 
the interiors of his mind had been while he was in the world and his spirit while it was in 
the body. For the face of a man's spirit differs greatly from the face of his (material) body. 
The face of his body is from his parents, but the face of his spirit is from his affection, 
and is an image of it. When the life of the spirit in the body is ended, and its exteriors are 
laid aside and its interiors disclosed, it comes into this affection..”  (Swedenborg, Heaven 
and Hell §456 and 457: http://smallcanonsearch.com/read.php?book=hh&section=456 ) 
The book can accessed and the sections tabbed through by clicking on the link. 

We choose heaven or hell 
Some people, from a sense of God, endeavour to live good lives and some the opposite. 
After they die they come into the spiritual world where they live for ever. After a time in 
an intermediate spirit world, they come into either heaven or hell because the spiritual 
worlds are polarised. God doesn’t send anyone to hell, this is only an appearance, they 
go there of their own accord because through the choices they have made in their lives, 
they have come to love destructive lifestyles.  
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Some spirits refuse to believe they are in the afterlife 
So, spirits live in the spiritual world or universe, and are in human form and appear to 
themselves to be very similar to what they were like when they were in the material 
world. They have all the same faculties they had whilst in material bodies, including all 
the organs. Many of them - those who refused to believe in an afterlife - refuse to believe 
that they are no longer in the physical world; that their bodies are now composed of 
spiritual substance, and they have now left their material bodies behind to turn to dust. 
Whilst we are alive in the material world in our material bodies, our spirits are alive in the 
spiritual world at the same time. 


“Mind, Body and Spirit” - a misconception 
People often speak of the ‘Mind, Body and Spirit’ but this is a misconception because 
the mind and the spirit are exactly the same thing. A more accurate concept would be 
‘Soul, Spirit and Body’. The Divine Life flows from within(‘above’) into the soul and from 
there into the spirit and then the body. Sense information - touch sight etc - is imparted 
from the world, into body and then into the spirit.  It is the spirit which feels that which 
the sense organs of the body impart to it. The material body is merely an organ which 
allows the spirit to interface with the material world. The memory is in the spirit. The 
spirit lives on after death in human form with the soul within it.


Spirits’ auras flow into our wills and our understanding 
Spirits emit auras or spheres which are received by other spirits and can flow into them. 
They flow into the wills of people in this world with their affections and appetites and 
into our understanding with concepts; good and bad in both cases. They are not 
allowed to give us access to their memories or we would think these are our own 
memories and that we have lived before; although mischievous spirits do work out how 
to do this (see HH 256, http://smallcanonsearch.com/read.php?book=hh&section=256 ). 
We live in a hierarchy of spirits and their spheres; without them we could not survive for 
a minute. They flow into our wills with good or bad urges to do things, and flow into our 
understanding with true or false concepts to back up these urges; we choose which we 
want to live with and act them out in life and we become who we are. After death, we 
associate with these good or bad spirits in the afterlife; heaven if good and true and hell 
if evil and false. The Lord has the Power to remove evil spirits from us if we ardently ask 
Him to.


“I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right-hand and says to you, do not fear, I 
will help you.” (Isaiah 41:13).  

“The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. Though 
they stumble, they will never fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand.” (Psalm 37:23,24). 
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“Man is placed in the middle between heaven and hell.   Out of heaven goods 
unceasingly flow in, and out of hell evils unceasingly flow in; and as man is between he 
has freedom to think what is good or to think what is evil.   This freedom the Lord never 
takes away from anyone, for it belongs to his life, and is the means of his reformation.  So 
far, therefore, as man from this freedom has the thought and desire to shun evils because 
they are offences against God, and prays to the Lord for help, so far does the Lord take 
them away and give man the ability to refrain from them as if of himself, and then to shun 
them.” (Apocalypse Explained §936 paraphrased)  

So mankind then is free to act, but by our relation to a hierarchy of spirits, our 
tendencies are conditioned. Our identification with good or evil tendencies (spirits 
flowing in), by our actions, further conditioning us in one direction or another. Malicious 
or mischievous spirits will try to trick us that good is bad and vice versa; the human 
mind is very malleable. (For More info., see Swedenborg, Read around: Arcana 
Caelestia, §5850/1 http://smallcanonsearch.com/read.php?book=ac&section=5851 ) 

“What sorrow for those who say that evil is good and good is evil, that dark is light and 
light is dark, that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.” (Isaiah 5:20).	 	 


Part Two 

There are 25 New Testament passages where Jesus casts out demons (malevolent 
spirits):


Eg: In Matthew 8:16, “When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-
possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.” 

The general tenor of the Writings of Swedenborg is that many aspects of sickness, 
malady, disorder, and addictions, etc. are associated with a lack of inner peace, and are 
in some way accompanied by the spheres of malevolent spirits having access to us. …. 


To be continued…..
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In Memory of Patrick 
Leonard Johnson 
by Alan Misson 

Patrick Leonard 
Johnson  

9th May 1931 – 19th 
August 2019 

Patrick’s father, Phillip Henry 
Johnson, was born in 1879 and 
for a long period he was a 
schoolmaster. But in 1927 he was 
ordained as Leader of the New 
Church in Wil lesden, North 
London, and subsequent l y 
ordained as a Minister in 1929. He 
then left England with his wife 
Kathleen to take up the role of 
Superintendent of the New 
Church Mission in South Africa. 


All this explains why Patrick Leonard Johnson was born on the 9th May 1931 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Just four years later, the family set sail from Cape Town to 
return to England, arriving at Southampton on the 11th November 1935 when his brother 
Ian was only 3 months old


For a couple of years the family lived in Lancashire whilst Phillip was minister of the 
church in Failsworth. Then in 1938 the family moved again, this time to Snodland in 
Kent, some 10 miles north-west of Maidstone, so that his father could serve the isolated 
New Church there. The family remained there till 1953 so Patrick and his brother Ian 
grew up in that part of Kent. Nearby was East Malling, the home of Rev Thomas Hartley, 
probably the first translator of Emanuel Swedenborg’s Writings into English in the 18th 
century. Sometimes Phillip would take Patrick and his brother Ian to the graveyard where 
Thomas Hartley was buried to help keep the place clean and tidy.


Because Patrick’s father was a minister in the New Church, and had a very extensive 
library, and was a life-long reader of Swedenborg’s Writings it is easy to see how Patrick 
developed his life-long interest and involvement in the New Church and the Swedenborg 
Society and indeed his love of books and writing. It is also recounted that when Patrick 
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was a baby in South Africa and being cradled in his father’s arms he was not read 
nursery rhymes nor sung lullabies but instead his father would read to him from 
Swedenborg’s Writings.


The story now moves to Purley Chase, today a very well appointed residential centre for 
the New Church with large grounds near Atherstone in Warwickshire but in the early 
1950’s it was suffering from significant war-time neglect. Phillip Johnson, now retired 
from ministry, offered to become warden, so in early 1953 the family moved again, this 
time to Purley Chase. Later Patrick was involved in the demands of National Service – 
the programme of Army conscription for young adult men that ran from 1949 to 1963. 
But a problem arose for Patrick as when he was assessed for service it was found that 
he had great difficulty marching in time with anyone else! So instead of a traditional army 
life he was sent to work for the army in the Royal Engineers office in Nottingham. As a 
result he was able to sometimes get over to Purley Chase at weekends and help his 
father get the grounds under control.


But suddenly in 1955 at the age of 76 his father Phillip died and the Johnson era at 
Purley Chase had to come to an end with the remaining members of the family returning 
to North London and a home in St Johns Wood.


In London the New Church College was well established in a large 3 storey house in 
beautiful grounds in Woodford Green, Essex. And it was here at a regular Easter School 
for young people that Patrick 
Johnson met Hilda Williams and 
s low ly became romant ica l l y 
involved. This, apparently, was not 
their first meeting as some years 
earlier during the Johnson’s time at 
Snodland, Hilda had been taken by 
an aunt to the Snodland New 
Church and found Patrick ringing 
the bells!


Patrick and Hilda were married at 
the Willesden New Church on 
Saturday 8th August 1959 by Rev 
Paul Vickers who was then the 
Principal at the College. Although I 
am not sure that Patrick would have 
noticed, at the time Cliff Richard 
was having his first ‘number 1’ hit 
with Living Doll. Soon Patrick and 
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Hilda were involved in all sorts of church activities including helping his mother establish 
a regular Young Married’s Weekend at Purley Chase. Patrick also studied to become a 
lay preacher and became a Recognised Worship Leader within the General Conference 
of the New Church in 1962 just a year before their first daughter Zoe was born.


Patrick’s abiding interest in buildings really got underway in 1948 when he commenced 
training as an architect. By 1960 he was working as an assistant architect for the North 
East Metropolitan Hospital Board and then for the Ministry of Public Buildings and 
Works. In 1964 he gained admission into membership of the Royal Institution of British 
Architects. The 1970’s found him involved with the Department of the Environment and 
Historic Buildings Conservation. In the 1980’s his responsibilities included oversight of 
such places as Stonehenge, Hadrian’s Wall and Fountains Abbey. Later in 1983 this 
work was taken up by English Heritage for which Patrick continued to work till his 
retirement.


Meanwhile the family had grown considerably with a sister and two brothers for Zoe - 
Mandy, Ben and Daniel. And with this growth in the family came the need for a larger 
house to live in. Thus a major move was undertaken from north London to south London 
and to the house at 2 Mayfield Road, Sanderstead that many will remember. Needless to 
say this house and its garden presented Patrick with many opportunities over the years 
to utilise his practical abilities in designing and constructing all sorts of things. And it 
was at 2 Mayfield Road that Patrick and Hilda joined in and helped establish many local 
community activities.


Patrick’s career as a Lay Preacher, having started in 1962, continued throughout his life 
as he served churches in London and further afield. The last service he led was in 
December 2017 at West Wickham making a total of 55 years in that role. In that final 
year prior to his stroke he had become unsteady on his legs so he took to leading 
worship from a seated position with Hilda assisting with those things Patrick felt he 
couldn’t safely do. His talks were always of great value as he linked together key stories 
from the Word with explanations from the Writings and his own experience, all delivered 
with a gentle humour. 


Patrick also served the General Conference of the New Church in many other ways 
including involvement with Overseas Missions, Missionary Society, Missionary Board, 
Federation, College Council, Conference Council, and Library and Archives. In 
recognition of all this dedicated service he was made a Trustee, now called Honorary 
Life Member, in 2000. 


In March 1993 Patrick started out as editor of Lifeline, the monthly magazine of the 
General Conference of the New Church. He filled this role till the end of 1999. Having left 
Lifeline behind Patrick immediately took up writing another magazine, Things Heard and 
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Seen, for the Swedenborg Society which he was able to continue editing right through to 
2017. His writing skills were also made use of in regular contributions to the magazine of 
the New Church Historical Society and talks at their annual meeting. He also published a 
detailed history of The Ministry of the New Church and a number of booklets on the 
history of specific churches. But perhaps his greatest achievement was the writing of a 
complete book on the five ages – Swedenborg’s view of spiritual history. In it he brought 
together a substantial number of extracts from across Swedenborg’s Writings on the 
subject of the five ages or ‘churches’ as Swedenborg calls them linking them with his 
own detailed analysis and commentary and illustrated with his own drawings. The book 
was published by the Swedenborg Society in 2008. Patrick had become a member of 
the Swedenborg Society at age 18 in 1949 and then a trustee in 1958. He served on the 
Council for 61 years continuously - an incredible achievement of dedication and 
commitment to a cause he truly loved. He was made an Honorary Life Member in 2002.


In many ways Patrick was rather Victorian in his attitudes perhaps because his father 
had grown up in the late Victorian period. But at the same time he was also progressive 
and open to new ideas and ways of doing things. He was a quiet, kind and gentle family 
man who delighted in the growth and development of his children and then his 
grandchildren. And with Hilda he found the mutual love and support that enabled both of 
them to utilise their individual talents to the full.


But, as Patrick firmly believed, all these aspects of his character that we have known 
and loved have not disappeared with his physical death but continue renewed in the 
spiritual world. And whereas Patrick had studied this world in great depth through his 
reading of the Theological Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg he is now experiencing 
everything directly for the first time.


So thank you Patrick for all you have meant to us and we wish you happiness on your 
continued journey of life.
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