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“(As to Blake) To say he is a 
Swedenborgian is an exaggeration, 

but he was influenced by 
Swedenborgian ideas.” 

Dear E-Read reader,

Rev Gillian Gordon referred me to the article on the new 
Blake exhibition in London in The Daily Mail, so I replied 
as follows. The journalist Melanie McDonagh relied on 
unproven theories about Swedenborg invented by an 
American academic named Marsha Keith Schuchard. I 
reviewed her theories that Swedenborg was an 
undercover spy using Masonic networks to gather 
information, and that he needed sexual techniques he 
learnt from Jewish Qabbalists and Moravians to generate 
his visions, and in my opinion disproved them. Originally I 
reviewed them in The New-Church Magazine in 

2000-2001.  Several officers of the Swedenborg Scientific Association in America 
contacted to ask me why I hadn't reviewed her academic articles. When I said that I didn't 
have access to them, an A4 envelope full of Schuchard's articles arrived within a week or 
so, and I re-wrote the article incorporating her articles and also a review of her book Why 
Mrs Blake Cried (2006). This resulted in the 2007 article in The New Philosophy which is 
available on-line, which I mention in my reply. I don't know whether my letter has been 
published.

Letter for the Editor to correct errors in https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-7483597/William-Blake-nudist-obsessed-sex-talked-angels-inspiration.html :
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Contributions 

If you would like to contribute 
a letter or article to future 
issues of e-Read, please send it 
via email to : 

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Please note that publication is 
at the discretion of our Spiritual 
Leadership. 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are 
provided completely free of 
charge. If you would like to 
make a donation to help the 
General Conference of the 
New Church maintain these 
services, please visit: 

http://gcnc.org.uk/donations 
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Dear Sir/Madam

 

Melanie McDonagh's article “Naked Genius” in The Daily Mail for 19 September 
(updated 20 September 2019) shows ignorance about Blake, Swedenborg and 
Swedenborgians. Swedenborg was never a Moravian as his father was a Swedish 
Lutheran bishop, and unsurprisingly was brought up a Lutheran! Yes, in the 1740s 
Swedenborg did on rare occasions attend the Moravian Chapel in Fetter Lane, London, 
but he attended the Swedish Lutheran Church in London far more regularly. 

 

Swedenborg did not believe "that sex was a way of achieving an ecstatic union with 
God”. This belief exists only in the vivid imagination of Marsha Keith Schuchard and has 
been shown to require harrowing misinterpretations and distortions of what Swedenborg 
wrote. If Swedenborg was in the same city or country as Kabbalistic or Moravian 
teachers, then Swedenborg must have met them, according to Schuchard. If 
Swedenborg wrote on anatomy, he must have been able to control his cremaster and 
thereby induce visions in a Kabbalistic way! Her theory colours and distorts every single 
piece of historical evidence, however relevant or irrelevant. She argues that 
Swedenborg’s book on marriage, is “highly erotic” and equates with “sexual magic!”, 
when it primarily addresses the Christian view of heterosexual marriage, as the married 
partners’ relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and each other, in seeking to build a 
relationship that is loving, deep and intimate at every level of their being. (See my review 
article of Schuchard’s work in the July-December 2007 edition of The New Philosophy 
(Vo. CX, Nos. 3 & 4) 165-208. This is available at http://swedenborg-philosophy.org/
article/schuchards-swedenborg/ ).  (accessed 28/09/2019)  Gary Lachman wrote in his 
2009 biography of Swedenborg: “Readers fond of The Da Vinci Code and similar 
conspiracy theories will appreciate Schuchard’s conclusions”. In 30 years of having 
visions, Swedenborg did not require any tantric or kabbalistic techniques. As a fourth 
generation Swedenborgian and an ordained Christian minister of over 30 years, I can 
assure your readers that Swedenborgians do not have a “Swedenborgian equivalent of 
tantric sex”!  

 

As to Blake, he did attend the first Conference of the New Church, but rarely attended if 
ever after that. To say he is a Swedenborgian is an exaggeration, but he was influenced 
by Swedenborgian ideas.

 

I hope I have successfully corrected the misrepresentations in Melanie McDonagh’s 
article.

 

I remain respectfully yours,

Revd Brian Talbot

Manchester               29/09/2019
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