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What’s Happening on the Council?
September 2019 
Shannon Fitzgerald reports: 

Although I have attended several council meetings since 
I declared my interest in becoming a Trustee, I woke 
with excitement on the Friday that this would be the 
first one I attend where I am a full council member! I 
am sure Margaret felt the same. 
 
Revd Christine Bank opened our meeting with a reading 
and after a contemplative few moments we began to get 
stuck in to the many items on the agenda. 
 
After many troubles over the months with the Royal 
Bank of Scotland's administration we decided to start 
putting steps in place to move to Santander in the hopes 
that we will receive a more personal approach.
 
As we have already seen on an earlier E-News article, 
the Swedenborg section of our new website has been 
updated. Thanks to Revd David Gaffney we have a 
stunning section describing 'who was Swedenborg' in 
addition to some fantastic testimonials about 
Swedenborg that are well worth a read! Here's the link if 
you missed it... https://www.generalconference.org.uk/
swedenborg/

It has come to our attention that ministry and youth 
leaders are DBS checked but have no formal training, 
therefore we are in the initial stages of providing this. 
 
Another fantastic way to donate is here! Easy 
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About Us 

To find out more about The 
General Conference of the New 
Church, including the locations 
of our Churches, visit our web 
site at: 

gcnc.org.uk 

Send us your News 

If you have any news that you 
would like to share in a future 
issue of E-News, please send it 
via email to:  

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are provided 
completely free of charge. If you 
would like to make a donation to 
help the General Conference of 
the New Church maintain these 
services, please visit: 

gcnc.org.uk/donations 

Share E-News 

Feel free to print and share this 
publication. 

Sign up 

Sign up for E-News email 
notifications at:  

gcnc.org.uk/signup

E-NEWS 
The General Conference of the New Church News
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Fundraising. This looks like a great way to donate to our 
church, with over 4000 places to shop including; Just 
Eat, ASOS, Ebay and many more. Here is the link to sign 
up.  https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
genconfnewch/

Finally, thank you to everyone who has donated to the 
New Church Bible Study project which has raised 
£1,090, so conference has matched that, and the amount 
being sent is £2,180. It is a useful tool to start using and I 
know many people already are. 

Feel free to read the minutes yourself here: https://
www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/council-
minutes/

Autumn Studies 
Susan and David Friend report: 

Rain was promised, and it certainly fell hard, as a small 
band of “students” joined Revd Christine Bank and Revd 
Alison Southcombe to begin a delightful stay at Purley 
Chase for this year’s ‘Autumn Studies’ week. The topic 
for consideration during the morning sessions was the 
prophet Elisha and, with a good number of stories in the 
Books of Kings to work with, discussions proceeded to 
look at both the natural and the spiritual meaning of the 
material. Ready-prepared notes - and questions - were 
provided, and a lively interchange of ideas was had 
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October Forest 
Church  

Revd Becky Jarratt 
reports: 

The autumn leaves were put 
to good use in the woods 
today. We thought about the 
cycle of life and how the seeds 
falling from the trees are part 
of new life next year. Our 
hedgehogs turned out well, 
too!

Amazon Smile 

Sally Field reports: 

If you are an AmazonSmile 
customer, you can now 
support The General 
Conference Of The New 
Church in the Amazon 
shopping app on your 
Android device! 

Simply follow the instructions 
on our website to turn on 
AmazonSmile and start 
generating donations:

generalconference.org.uk/
resources/donations/#android

Please note - AmazonSmile is 
not currently available for iOS 
users.
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between breakfast and lunch, with a welcome coffee break at the half-way point.

As has been the custom in ‘Autumn Studies’, afternoons and evenings were set aside for 
activities other than working with Bible passages, and a variety of occupations kept both 
tutors and course members from their beds until late in the evenings on Monday to Thursday.  
A jigsaw puzzle depicting Whitby Harbour, which kept several of the students busy in all the 
spare moments they could find, was eventually completed in triumph moments before the 
closing worship on Friday morning. Walking, shopping, a visit to the cinema (Downton Abbey 
was showing!) and other more relaxing pastimes were enjoyed during the afternoon periods, 
and a variety of recorded music, several quizzes and other restful games occupied the evening 
sessions.

Just in case some readers may think this was all just a holiday week, we must comment very 
favourably on the content of the Bible sessions, which were both serious and thought-
provoking, but also allowed lighter elements to creep in at times. We enjoyed morning 
worship each day led by one of the course members as well as the Holy Supper service on 
Wednesday evening led by Revd Christine.

It is hard to leave a report on an event at Purley without mention of the hospitality of the 
staff. As usual the variety of meals was excellent, the attention of the staff to the needs of all 
their guests - we were not alone all the time during the week - was exemplary and we all left 
after coffee on Friday morning looking forward to another dose of ‘Autumn Studies’, now 
renamed ‘Autumn Fellowship’, in 2020. Leaders then will be Revd Mary Duckworth and Revd 
Bruce Jarvis and we anticipate a welcome dose of learning from the Word accompanied by a 
wealth of free time to make new acquaintances - we hope - and renew old friendships. Shall 
we see you there? 

Summer Praise Evening 
Pauline Grimshaw reports: 

To a non-resident, Kearsley is a community strung out along the main A666 road between 
Bolton and Salford without even having a noticeable town centre. Yet it is a place that has 
still retained a closely knit community. There are four churches in Kearsley,  the Catholic 
Church, the Anglican Church and the Methodist Church which cluster together at the top of 
the hill and which are collectively known as ‘The Churches on The Mount’ (COTM for short) 
and ourselves at the bottom of the hill cut off from the rest of Kearsley by the motorway and 
the roundabout.

During the Summer months the churches have a programme of study sessions. Unfortunately, 
some of them take place when I’ve away. This year each presenter had to talk about an 
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important person in their life at church, their favourite book and someone who personally 
influenced you.

Of course, Emanuel Swedenborg was the important person and my choice of Biblical book 
which caused some surprise was ‘Revelation’.

To round off our Summer Studies we had a Summer Evening Songs of Praise at our church. 
The service consisted of seven hymns of praise interspersed with readings and prayers. The 
day started off rainy and chilly but by evening it had brightened up. Unfortunately, one of the 
readers was ill that day and a crisis at the last minute meant that one of the readers only just 
managed to make it. The theme was the garden of Eden and the garden in the Holy City New 
Jerusalem with Psalms on the beauties of creation in the middle. The readings were delivered 
really impressively and the singing was truly uplifting.

Eileen sang the first verse of ‘As the deer pants for the water’ beautifully. We really did feel as 
though we worshipping the Lord  through our music. 

Afterwards we all went into the hall for refreshments and of course to talk! A thoroughly 
enjoyable and inspiring evening was experienced by all.

Foxlease Weekend 
Connie Jones reports: 

Last weekend we went to Foxlease , which is a scout hut in the middle of the New Forest. We 
learnt about the parable of  the Good Shepherd and the meaning of the story and we played 
lots of different card games with our friends. My favourite part was going to Moors Valley 
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Country park where we played on a huge obstacle course. In the morning, before we left, we 
went for a walk in the forest. I really enjoyed the weekend and I hope to go back next year. 
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