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“In 1874 it was resolved to form a 
Union of the Societies of Glasgow, 

Paisley, Edinburgh, Alloa and 
Dunfermline - to be called The 

Scottish Association of the New 
Church.” 

After almost 200 years of working in Scotland to spread 
the New Church doctrines, it was with regret that in 
March 2019 a Resolution to wind up The Scottish 
Association was unanimously agreed. There were a 
number of factors which influenced this decision and 
when the property at George Street was sold it became 
obvious that the work of the Scottish Association was 
going to be severely limited.


In the written “Constitution” of 1976 it was stated that in the event of the Scottish 
Association being wound up any monies would be transferred to Conference to be used 
only for the purposes as set out in the Constitution. This will allow Conference to use the 
money for “Outreach” work and it has also been agreed that there will be money 
available at any time for any such work being undertaken in Scotland.


A Brief History of The Scottish Association: 

In 1822 a “North British Missionary and Tract Society” was formed in Edinburgh with the 
aim of spreading the New Church doctrines throughout Scotland. To help with 
missionary efforts in Scotland, the Missionary Society in England from time to time sent 
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gentlemen to carry out Lecture Tours and during this time New Church books were sent 
out to Libraries and many ‘pamphlets’ were published.


This was a time when public lectures were very popular and would draw crowds of many 
hundreds of people and there is mention in the records that such lectures were held in 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Paisley, Alloa, Dundee, Tillicoultry, Cupar, Greenock, Gourock and 
Kirkcaldy.


In 1874 it was resolved to form a Union of the Societies of Glasgow, Paisley, Edinburgh, 
Alloa and Dunfermline - to be called “The Scottish Association of the New Church.”  
Many forms of Outreach were tried - a magazine for the isolated was published: copies 
of the Queen’s Park Manual were distributed to residents in the neighbourhood etc.


There is a story of a wonderful piece of private enterprise concerning a Mr Hugh 
Kennedy of Glasgow, who was a member of the Cathedral Street Society and around 
1901 he approached the Committee of the Scottish Association and stated that he had 
long had a wish to assist in the propagation of the Doctrines by the sale of books from a 
barrow which he rented. However, his efforts were so successful that a barrow was 
bought for Mr Kennedy who became known as “The Street Missionary”. He seems to 
have had great enthusiasm and when he moved to Oban around 1907 he resumed his 
one man missionary efforts. His efforts led to Rev C A Hall delivering two lectures in Fort 
William which was one of the areas that Mr Kennedy had in his own words “saturated 
the inhabitants with tracts and pamphlets on New Church Doctrines.” 

Moving on to 1978 when Rev T A Moffat arrived in Paisley, a leaflet distribution was 
made to the houses and flats around the Church and a public lecture was advertised 
and given in Paisley in 1979. The following year a Swedenborg Exhibition was mounted 
in the Central Library in Edinburgh and aroused quite a bit of interest. This was followed 
two years later with an Exhibition at the Mitchell Reference Library in Glasgow.  There 
was also a very successful advertising campaign at this time when copies of “Heaven 
and Hell” were offered and some 280 books were sent out. A similar campaign run in 
1985 was equally successful with books being requested from as far away as New 
Zealand. 


Other advertising ventures included “Hospital Radio broadcasts” - given by Rev T A 
Moffat: car stickers with appropriate quotations and also gummed labels with short 
quotations which could be used on envelopes.


To  celebrate the Tercentenary of Swedenborg’s birth three Exhibitions were arranged in 
Scotland - Paisley, Edinburgh and Glasgow, under the  direction of Rev R A Gill. Each 
exhibition having a follow-up Lecture.
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Around this time it was also agreed that the Scottish Association would cover the cost of 
audio tapes of the weekly sermon which could then be available to any member who 
was unable to attend Sunday Services regularly or to isolated members.


Over the years, together with the Paisley Church Committee, the Scottish Association 
has contributed to “Open Doors Day” in Paisley. A short competition would be organised 
for any visiting children and some information about the building and the beautiful 
stained glass windows was available for people to read.  


A year ago, Rev Jack Dunion made some “Memory Sticks” with basic information about 
the New Church and its beliefs and they proved very popular at the Open Doors Day.   
Jack also arranged to have attractive new Posters made which were used in the new 
glass panels in the doors and displayed a quotation from the Doctrines of the New 
Church.


There is still an informal group of people from the Scottish Association Committee and 
we will continue to look at ways of reaching out to people. In today’s society, people are 
increasingly reliant on technology and the internet when sourcing and sharing things of 
interest. The ability to translate materials electronically into multiple languages very 
quickly, is helping bring what we want to share and advertise to a global audience. There 
are potential Outreach opportunities there.


Another advance which technology brings, is in our ability to share things through 
pictures and video which is particularly helpful in making the Doctrines of our church 
more accessible to those who may not feel drawn to academic methods of reading and 
writing.


All this has the potential to bring accessible, enjoyable doctrinal content to a global 
audience and the Scottish Association are ready to embrace these new technologies to 
bring the Writings of our church to the Scottish people and beyond. 


Peter: A Sinful Man! 
by Revd Jack Dunion 

“When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees 
and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’” 

In regard to Peter’s response to the Lord’s miracle of the great catch of fish (see Luke 
5:1-11) we read: “When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’”. 
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Simon Peter is of course Peter the Apostle. Under the name Simon he was a fisherman 
the son of Jonah. But, in calling him to be a disciple, the Lord named him Peter 
(meaning rock). Later in Matt 16:18 the Lord said: “I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church”. But what made Peter the rock upon which the Lord built 
his church?


What we can note from Peter’s response is his humility, a willingness to acknowledge his 
own faults and an acceptance that he stood before one infinitely more superior than 
himself. Peter illustrates the need for us to acknowledge our spiritual imperfections 
before the Lord. Sure, most of us can admit when we ‘get it wrong’. But to do so 
spiritually we need the Lord’s light. We need to be inwardly assured that he is a God of 
love and forgiveness. Unless we do so we will never be able to truly acknowledge our 
evils.


In the book New Jerusalem Par.175 we read: “The extent of evils passed down the 
generations eventually becomes so great that the whole of a person’s life is nothing but 
evil”. How would we ever be prepared to accept such a statement as this without 
knowing there is an alternative to the life we have? 


For many people it is difficult to admit one evil, let alone that our life consists of them! To 
know and acknowledge such a thing seems like the end of us. Yet, in reality, it’s just the 
beginning. Until we humble ourselves before the Lord and accept our tendency to evil, 
we are unable to accept this and so we remain in our hereditary evils.


Remaining in such leads to a very unhappy life filled with discontentment, resentment, 
jealousy or worse, dependent on our life choices, i.e. instead of admitting our faults, we 
would unconsciously project them on to others, instead of being self-aware, we will look 
for fault in others. Unconsciously or otherwise, we would work out strategies to avoid 
our evils being exposed, hating anyone who attempts to highlight them, ultimately falling 
into a miserable and unhappy life, filled with things which anger and frustrate us.


If, however, we can come to accept our true tendency towards evil, things can begin to 
change. With the Lord’s full support, characterised by his unconditional love, infinite 
wisdom and his willingness to forgive our evils, we can come to safely acknowledge our 
evils and desire for the Lord to remove them, which he will. Then, through the 
development of understanding and empathy, we begin to see why other people often 
act as they do and feel for them. If someone hurts us and later offers a genuine apology, 
we can then say, “I understand, I also do things I regret and often need forgiveness”. 
With the Lord’s help we can even then begin to see other people as victims of spiritual 
ignorance and, again, with the Lord’s help and strength, seek ways to help them turn 
away from their evils, because we now genuinely seek their betterment, yes, even the 
betterment of our enemies!
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The paradox in our verse from Luke’s gospel then is when Peter fell at the Lord’s knees 
saying “I am a sinful man.” He may have felt like it was the end, yet, in reality it was just 
the beginning, a beginning which turned Peter from a simple fisherman into the rock that 
the Lord was able to build his church on. 


If we humble ourselves before the Lord, as Peter did, admit our evils, then on such, the 
Lord will be able to build his church within us.


“When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man’”. 
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