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Paisley New Premises 
Margaret Cowie reports:

It was with sadness that on Sunday 21st April 2019 the 
Paisley Society attended the final Service in our beloved 
building on 17 George Street. This was attended by 19 
people, followed by a sandwich lunch in the West Hall. 

Built in 1810 by the Wesleyan Methodists for the benefit 
of the workmen who were employed in construction of 
the local canal, it was subsequently purchased in 1860 by 
the New Church for £600, and a further £1,500 was 
spent on alterations and improvements.

It was with some trepidation that we arrived at our new 
premises, 5 King Street, on Sunday 28th April, but that 
feeling swiftly changed to joy. We need not have been 
anxious. The Lord in his wisdom had guided us to the 
most perfect place for worship. 
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It is a small, cosy hall which had previously been used as a place of worship, and still had that 
atmosphere, though it is now used as a community space during the week.

Winnie and Raymond Laing who 
were instrumental in securing the 
rent of the building are usually 
first to arrive and prepare the hall 
for the morning Service.  Our 
average congregation is eleven, 
and because the hall is so much 
smaller than our “old” building we 
sit closer to one another, which 
certainly improves the singing(!) 
as well as making us feel more 
“together”. Talking of singing, our 
music is provided by CD. 

Helen Laidlaw made a beautiful drape to match the coverings made by Joy Moffat. This hangs 
on the wall behind the “pulpit”, so instead of looking at a blank wall, we see the alpha and 
omega image. 

After the Service, the hall becomes a bee hive. Everyone gets to work tidying, folding, putting 
things away, then we all sit around one table to have coffee and a chat, before once again 
springing into action clearing up. 

Page �2



4th September 2019 Issue #26

Everyone is so happy in our new premises and we are so glad to have made the move. We’re 
only responsible for making sure the building is left clean, tidy, and secure when we leave. No 
maintenance, no inspections, no insurance. Such a relief! 

We realise we are fortunate to be able to have done this and have a Minister, when many 
other Societies are closing permanently. Hopefully we will continue for many years to come. 

Songs of Praise 
Marion Curry reports:

At the beginning of August, our church received the following invitation: 
“You are warmly invited to a special outdoor Songs of Praise music recording at The Wight 
Proms this August. The evening will include performances from some very special guests.  
All are welcome and we are especially keen for enthusiastic singers to join us and lead the 
viewers at home in the singing.”

Now a trip over to the Isle of Wight is always a pleasure, and after looking at our diaries, 
I decided we could squeeze it in between 2 other fixed commitments, suggesting we sailed
over, as an added incentive for Clifford’s agreement! Having found out that no-one else 
from the church committee was able to come too, we cast off from Christchurch at 7.30am on 
August 28th with the high tide, and 5 hours later came alongside a pontoon at West Cowes.  
After refreshment and rest, we left the boat carrying a comfy folding chair each, to walk 15 
mins to the grounds of Northwood House where the event was taking place. We joined an 
already large queue which slowly advanced to the entrance, whilst a long tail of people 
gathered behind.  
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After receiving our booklets, the welcome, and technical explanations by the floor manager 
(including telling us to ignore the cameras) at 6pm the conductor got us going on rehearsing 
the first song which was led by the Kingdom choir on stage. All the songs/hymns were well 
known to us, and we had to remain seated for all of them, despite a request from the crowd to 
stand for ‘Jerusalem’. The “very special guests” who came on stage later, were Aled Jones and 
Russell Watson, who sang 2 songs as duets. Even they had to do 2 ‘takes’ for each song to 
satisfy the techies! Amongst the songs/hymns selected was one that immediately resonated 
with Clifford: “Will your anchor hold”.  

The words for the chorus of this are as follows -

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love. 

My sailor husband did not need any prompting to sing this enthusiastically! If you watch the 
recorded programme when it is televised on Sept 29th, I doubt you will spot us as we weren’t 
near the cameras; but you might just hear the resonant & recognisable tones from a certain 
male Minister during this particular hymn. Except for only a few minutes of rain, a drone 
hovering overhead, and a slight keyboard problem, the session proceeded as planned and 
finished early at 8.15pm. We thoroughly enjoyed it.  

After a good night’s sleep aboard and a leisurely morning on terra firma, we left West Cowes 
at 1.30pm with a forecast of windforce 4-5. Once in the Solent the wind became force 6, so we 
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were double-reefed doing long exciting 
tacks until the Hurst narrows. After 
that, the motion was rather more 
challenging crossing Christchurch bay, 
particularly for ‘the crew’. In order to 
enter the harbour at 7.30pm on the 
rising tide, we had to wait for an hour 
and a quarter bobbing up and down. So 
out came the anchor, which initially 
didn’t hold, but eventually dug in deep. 
Then the skipper ate a hearty meal 
whilst I only managed lighter fare!  
The anchor was now very ‘steadfast 
and sure as the billows rolled’ and 
needed to be winched out of the 
seabed. 8 o’clock saw the boat secured 
on her mooring and a very satisfied 
skipper and relieved crew packed up 
and headed happily home.

P.S. Wonder how many of you know 
the name for the curved piece of metal tubing that Clifford is standing behind! 
 
Yearbooks 2019/20 - Hot off the Press 
Gemma McLean reports:

The 2019/20 Yearbooks and Address Directories have been published in potentially record 
time this year. It’s certainly a record since I took over anyway! This is thanks to the hard work 
of various people including the proof readers and most notably our Secretary, Ms Zoë Brooks, 
who has worked exceptionally hard to ensure its quick turnaround this year.

The physical copies have now all been posted and the online version is available to access 
here:

https://www.generalconference.org.uk/resources/yearbook/

If you receive a physical Yearbook and/or Address Directory, and haven’t received yours by 
Friday 13th September, please drop me an email (gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk). If you are 
overseas, please allow longer for delivery.
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I was tasked with despatching the nearly 200 copies, and I had an excellent helper in the 
form of my 15-year old cat, Shadow. Every time I got the boxes of Yearbooks and envelopes 
out to do some packaging, she appeared and seemed to enjoy her role as chief supervisor.

My other cat Leia also thoroughly enjoyed 
playing with the strips that come off the 
envelopes!

We hope you enjoy the matching cover on the 
Address Directory this year. Various people 
requested a cover for the document at the 
annual Conference, and the printing company 
were able to oblige.
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