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“O foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken. Was it not necessary that 

the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory? ” 

According to Luke 24:25, these words were the first that 
the Risen Lord spoke to the two sad people He was 
walking with along the road to Emmaus on the first 
Easter Day. Though Cleopas, one of these two people, 
bore a Greek name - a shortened form of Cleopatros - he 
and his companion were clearly Jews. Possibly they had 
been among the seventy (or was it seventy-two?) that we 
read about in Luke 10:1-12. That is to say, Cleopas and 
his partner may have been among those whom the Lord 
once sent on ahead, two by two, ‘into every town and 
place where he himself was about to go.’ Some have 
speculated they were man and wife, for the followers of 

the Lord while He was in the world included womenfolk. But whether or not the two 
were Jews, whether or not they had taken part in the mission of the Seventy, whether or 
not they were a married couple, the Risen Lord spoke to them as ones who were 
acquainted with but failed to believe ‘all that the prophets have spoken’.  


Christians such as ourselves living in the twenty-first century may perhaps think of ‘the 
prophets’ as those books which in our English Bibles come towards the end of the Old 
Testament - that is,  the four major Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, and 
the twelve minor ones, Hosea-Malachi.  But in addition to these whose names appear as 
the titles of sixteen of the thirty-nine books constituting OT there were other prophets.  
There were those whose exploits and utterances we read about in the two Books of 
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Samuel and two Books of Kings, notably Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha; and there were 
others before these whom Christians may not immediately think of as prophets. At 
Genesis 20:7 the patriarch Abraham is referred to as a prophet; and Exodus 7: 1 implies 
that Moses was one too, for the English Standard Version renders this verse as follows - 


And the LORD said to Moses, See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your 
brother Aaron shall be your prophet.  

True, Aaron is called a prophet here, but let a commentary on the original Hebrew text, 
published by The Soncino Press - a Jewish publishing-house I referred in my previous 
article - help us to understand the literal meaning of the verse. Pharaoh, threatened with 
punishments for refusing to allow the children of Israel to leave Egypt, would come to 
regard Moses as ‘a superior being’, whose prophet or spokesman would be Aaron. 
‘Moses’ says  the commentary ‘was to repeat to Aaron every message as it reached him 
from God, and the latter was to put it into forceful language and address it to Pharaoh.’ 
In other words, Moses was not some deity or demigod as Pharaoh might have 
supposed him to be; rather, he was like any prophet God chooses and inspires to 
receive and convey to others His intentions and commands. But, according to a 
previous chapter in the Book of Exodus, Moses himself - when he was called by God to 
become leader of the children of Israel - responded by saying that he was not eloquent 
enough to do so. He said that he was ‘slow of speech and of tongue’, and so it was 
because of this that Aaron was appointed his nabi, that is, prophet or spokesman. But 
every true prophet is one of God’s spokesmen, for what a truly-inspired prophet 
declares has been received from Him. 


After typing the above, I was moved to go on the Internet for the meaning of the actual 
term ‘prophet’. Google immediately told me that a prophet is ‘a person regarded as a 
teacher or proclaimer of the will of God.’ But being an advanced octogenarian who for 
most of his life has been looking things up in books I decided to consult a printed 
edition of SOED (Shorter Oxford English Dictionary). There a prophet is described as 
follows - 


One who speaks for God or for any deity, as the inspired revealer or interpreter of 
his will; loosely, one who claims to have this function; an inspired or quasi-inspired 
teacher.  

When the Risen Lord on the road to Emmaus said ‘all that the Prophets have spoken’ 

Cleopas and his companion may have thought of men, ie male persons, who – to 
borrow from SOED’s description of a prophet – had spoken for God as inspired revealers 
of His will. But we must not forget that there are places in the Old Testament where a 
female person is called a prophetess, for example, Miriam at Exodus 15:20; Deborah at 
Judges 4:4; and Huldah at 2 Kings 22:14. As in English the Hebrew word meaning 
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‘prophetess’ is simply the feminine form or gender of the masculine noun ‘prophet’. 
There have been times when women have been called on by the Almighty to declare His 
will. (Christians may recall that in the New Testament, at Luke 2:36, the aged and very 
devout Anna is spoken of as ‘prophetess’.)  


It cannot be over-emphasised that every truly inspired prophet, and prophetess too, was 
called or chosen. None chose to be such; rather, the One who is all-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present chose them, and they responded to His call. But the 
circumstances and manner in which the call came varied from person to person. 

Samuel’s call, for instance, came in the quiet hours of the night, at some point during the 
years when as a boy he was living with and assisting Eli the priest in the offering of 
sacrificial worship. Part of the biblical account, in the third chapter of the first Book of 
Samuel, of the call of that boy is beautifully re-told, so to speak, in a hymn older E-
Readers may have sung many times at day school and/or Sunday School. That hymn 
begins - 


Hushed was the evening hymn,  
the temple courts were dark;  
the lamp was burning dim  
before the scared ark;  
when suddenly a voice divine  
rang through the silence of the shrine.  

The priest of Israel slept, 
the old man meek and mild;  
watch in the temple kept  
the little Levite child;  
and what from Eli’s sense was sealed  
the Lord to Samuel revealed.  

The remaining verses of the hymn are expressions of a desire to be a Samuel, not in the 
sense that he became a prophet, but in the sense that he had an ‘open ear’ to hear the 
Lord, a ‘lowly heart’ patiently waiting, watching, then moving at the breathing of His will, 
and an ‘unmurmuring faith’ obedient in life and death to Him.  


The author of this hymn assumed that at the time Samuel heard the voice calling him in 
the night he was somewhere in the area of the temple and its surrounding courts. But 
the first temple in Jerusalem did not exist then; this was built years later, during the reign 
of King Solomon. To be precise, the boy Samuel lived and served in the tabernacle, at a 
place named Shiloh. But it was certainly in that first temple that another of the Lord’s 
prophets, the grown man Isaiah, received his call; and he did so in the brightness of a 
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vision. For more about this vision and Isaiah’s appointment to be a prophet or 
spokesman of the one true God, please go to Chapter Six in The Book of Isaiah. 


To judge from the contents of this book, Isaiah was a knowledgeable man, very much 
aware of what was going on not only in Judah his own country, and in particular in 
Jerusalem the capital city where he probably lived, but also in places constituting that 
part of the world which we today are accustomed to refer to as the Near and Middle 
East. He was inspired to make declarations concerning the big powers of his day – 
Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon – as well the smaller ones encircling Judah, and of course 
Judah itself. But the background, call and mission of the Prophet Amos, a close 
contemporary, were very different from those of Isaiah. For one thing he was not a city-
dweller but a countryman, living and working mainly as a shepherd in the semi-desert 
parts of Judah; for another he received his call not in any place of worship like the 
tabernacle or temple but out in the open air; and for yet another thing he was called to 
prophesy not in the southern kingdom of Judah but the northern kingdom of Israel. Both 
Isaiah and Amos however, and every other true prophet, were called by the same true 
God. 


At this point let me quote from a paragraph in Doctrina de Domino (Teaching concerning 
the Lord) a short work published by Emanuel Swedenborg in 1763. The paragraph 
begins - 


52  Jehovah Himself, that is, the Lord, spoke the Word through the Prophets.  
We read in the Prophets that they were in vision, also that Jehovah spoke to them. 
When in vision they were not in their body but their spirit, and in that state they saw 
things such as exist in heaven. But when Jehovah spoke to them they were in their body 
and heard Jehovah speaking. A clear distinction must be drawn between these two 
states of the Prophets. In the state of vision the eyes of their spirit were open and those 
of their body closed, at which time it also seemed to them that they were taken from one 
place to another, while the body remained where it was. Ezekiel, Zechariah, Daniel, and 
John when he wrote the Book of Revelation, at times experienced this state, and when 
they did it says that they were in vision, or else in the spirit. 


The paragraph then goes on to draw attention to particular passages in the books of 
these four prophets, that is, passages which describe things heard and/or seen by them 
in what we might term the spiritual or super-natural  dimension of human existence. 
Most Christians nowadays possess one or more copies of the Bible in which they are 
able to read for themselves about, say, the many visions Zechariah witnessed. But until 
relatively recent times one individual did not possess a personal copy of the Bible or 
even have access to one in a household where several people lived. At best persons 
wishing to consult the Scriptures might be able to go to their parish church and read 
them in a large-size copy resting on the lectern. Otherwise they had to learn the 
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Scriptures by listening and talking to others, especially preachers and religious teachers. 
How else could the two walking to Emmaus have come to know anything about ‘all that 
the Prophets have spoken’? And all down the centuries Christians have relied on 
divinely-inspired preacher and teacher to introduce and explain to them the Word of 
God. The role of preachers and teachers was like that of Aaron acting as Moses’ prophet 
or spokesman, as described in Exodus 7:1.  


Earlier on in this article I spoke about the literal meaning of that verse, but now let me 
turn to Arcana Coelestia, to where the internal sense or spiritual level of meaning of that 
verse is the subject. Part of the paragraph numbered 7268 reads -


… Moses represented the Divine Law, which is Divine Truth and is called the Word. 
This also explains why here Aaron is called his ‘prophet’, and in a previous place 
his ‘mouth’, that is, one who declares in a way suitable for the understanding of 
Divine Truth, which comes forth directly from the Lord and surpasses all 
understanding. And since a prophet is one who teaches and declares Divine Truth 
in a way suitable for the understanding, ‘a prophet’ also means the teachings of 
the Church, …   

At all times the Lord of all being has revealed Himself to human beings in one way or 
another, and He does so to us in the here and now within the written Word represented 
by Moses. But ‘the Word cannot be understood without doctrine’, as I was told as a 
child brought up by New-Church parents and taken by them on a Sunday to a New-
Church place of worship. And ‘doctrine’ – and its synonym ‘teaching’ – is represented by 
Aaron, Moses’ prophet or spokesman. Yet the doctrine or teaching of the Church, and of 
clergy the servants of the Church, should be derived from the Word and put into 
language suited to the understanding of ordinary people, even as Aaron the prophet or 
spokesman was to receive messages from Moses and report them to Pharaoh in terms 
he would clearly understand. Pharaoh in this context stands for ‘those who are steeped 
in falsities and engage in molestation’. In themselves false ideas are not necessarily 
harmful, especially when people adhering to those ideas are nevertheless endeavouring 
to lead a good life. But when the powers of evil steeped in false ideas molest and seek 
to dominate the Church and its members, then the teaching of the Church derived from 
the Word must be called into action to set it free. To deliver members of the Church from 
such persistent and deeply harmful ideas Moses must, so to speak, confront Pharaoh,  
by means of Aaron his prophet or spokesman. 


As I’ve stated already in these articles entitled Law, Prophets, and Psalms, teaching 
derived from the Word, at its deepest level of meaning, relates to our Lord Himself and 
what He achieved for us while He was on earth. The profoundest message in each of 
those three parts of the Word is that there is only one God, the Creator and Preserver of 
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all things, who came into the world to redeem and save the human race from the 
dominion of the powers of hell, falsity, and evil. Through His temptations or sufferings He 
overcame those powers and thereby redeemed and set all people free to tread the path 
to heaven or, if they prefer, to hell. And through the glorification or making Divine of the 
Humanity He took upon Himself on earth He became the Saviour of every person who 
seeks to love Him first and other human beings next. This line of thought must be 
pursued further in future articles concerning the Law and the Psalms which, equally as 
much as the Prophets, have to do at their deepest levels of meaning with the person 
and work of our Redeemer and Saviour. 


But in the next article I intend, in response to a request from an E-Reader, to write about 
the long work Arcana Coelestia which is ‘principally a revelation of the inner or spiritual 
meaning of Genesis and Exodus.’ 
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