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‘Open the Book’ - sharing the Bible with 
Children in the local community 
by Carolyn Kennion 

“I was welcomed by team members 
and, after a short rehearsal, I found 

myself, not watching, but taking 
part in bringing the story of 

creation to life with long strips of 
colourful cloth representing 

darkness, light, sea and sky.” 
Most Christian churches are experiencing a big decline in 
the number of children attending worship and Sunday 
School-type activities. Alongside changes to the school 
curriculum for religious education this means that many 
children are no longer familiar with the Bible and its 
stories. I had been feeling for a while that going out into 
the community rather than trying to get children to come 
to church might be a way forward but how could I do 

that? The Scripture Union encourages this approach with youth workers regularly 
engaging with children and teenagers through sports activities and in coffee bars etc. 
However, this did not seem like something I could do. Then I saw a small poster about 
‘Open the Book’, asking for volunteers to share Bible stories with children in local 
primary schools - that seemed much more do-able.


A few days later I looked on the internet for ‘Open the Book’ and found that it is a 
project which was started in Bedford in 1999, with the aim of enabling every child to 
hear the story of the Bible during their primary school years. The ‘Open the Book’ 
project merged with the Bible Society in 2013. Teams of between 4 and 12 volunteer 
‘Storytellers’ make contact with schools and offer to regularly present Bible stories in 
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their assemblies/acts of collective worship. The website states that volunteers can be 
any age, from any Christian church and just need enthusiasm and a willingness to share 
the Bible - and there is a team operating quite near to where I live.  


Having telephoned the local team co-ordinator I was invited to go and watch them in 
action in a school assembly. I was welcomed by team members and, after a short 
rehearsal, I found myself, not watching, but taking part in bringing the story of creation 
to life with long strips of colourful cloth representing darkness, light, sea and sky. A 
group of children also participated by holding up props and acting as animals and birds 
etc. For me it was very similar to activities at Purley family weekends and I felt quite 
comfortable with it. The children in ‘the audience’ listened and watched attentively and 
seemed to enjoy it.


Since then I have helped with two more presentations. Our team of about ten people is 
made up of Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists - and now me! The advantage of being quite 
a large team is that there are enough members to present a story even if some are 
unable to attend every week. We meet at the school about 45 minutes before the start of 
assembly to allocate roles and rehearse. The team co-ordinator brings home-made 
‘Bible’ costumes and props. A scripted introduction from the handbook emphasises that 
the story the children are about to experience is from a special book - The Bible. A story 
from ‘The Lion Storyteller Bible’ by Bob Hartman is read and enacted by adult 
storytellers and some children from the school. Great care has been taken to ensure that 
the material can be used in a Christian or multi-faith context and volunteers agree to 
keep to the script and not to add their own ideas or beliefs. Each story is followed by a 
short period for guided quiet reflection and a closing prayer, which the children can 
choose to make their own by joining-in with ‘Amen’ at the end. The whole activity 
requires about one and a half hours per week. School staff are always present at the 
assemblies; it is the responsibility of the sending church(es) to ensure that storytellers 
are safely recruited with appropriate DBS checks in place.  


Generally, my introduction to ‘Open the Book’ has been a very positive experience and I 
am looking forward to sharing more Bible stories in another school next term.  If you 
would like more information or to find out if there is a team in your area see  
www.biblesociety.org.uk/openthebook
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