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Why me? Why here? Why now? 
by David Friend 

“However, the most important 
reason for ME is that the Lord 

needed me to fill a place in his vast 
eternal plan.” 

Have you ever stopped to ask yourself these three interlinked 
questions? These same three tiny questions have nagged at 
me, on and off, for some time now. So I’ve tried, yet again, to 
analyse them to my satisfaction - but have my doubts as to 
whether things will be much different when I’ve finished.


First things first - why me? Why am I faced with this 
question? I’m pretty sure that I’m ME, physically, because my 
parents, through a mixture of chromosomes, genes and DNA, 
provided the right mixture for the purpose. I’m no expert in 
that field, but the reporting, over many years, of exciting 
medical research has kept that particular topic in the 
headlines for a lot of my lifetime. I’m told that such a well-
known thing as the Rhesus factor - responsible for blue baby 

syndrome - was only discovered during my lifetime!


The reason I think I’m ME is because that’s how I’ve grown and matured into a thinking and 
reasoning adult. I’ve developed a skill set which helps to define ME. I have engaged in activities 
which interested ME and provided contact with others who have similar interest. That also helps 
to define ME. 


However, the most important reason for ME is that the Lord needed me to fill a place in his vast 
eternal plan. I’ve spent a lot of my life trying to work out what that purpose is; and have tried a 
number of different ways of doing it. I seem to remember that Jonah, also, was part of God’s 
plan, but having worked out what he thought it was all about, he decided he didn’t like the 
prospect, and promptly moved off down his own path - and look where it got him!  
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When I suffered a stroke a few years ago, I considered the consequences and decided that, 
since I had not died as a result of the medical condition, the Lord still had more work for me to 
do. So now I reckon that the real ME is a creation of God, designed to have a life in this natural 
world, and live that life in line with the principles Jesus Christ showed us during his short time on 
earth a couple of thousand years ago. I’m still working on it.

	 

So, why here? Initially, of course, I had no choice in the matter. I was part of a generation of 
those who did as their parents wished - in an apparent contrast with today’s generation, which 
seems to do its own thing from a very early age. Being the son of a ‘middle-class’ scientist 
father and a mother who, according to the traditions of the day, did not go out to work after she 
was married, provided a stable background which I did not challenge at the time. Maybe the 
second world war had a hand in that decision as well. In the circumstances, I grew up and 
worked in a pleasant and well-ordered community in a civilised democratically governed 
country. What did I have to worry about?

	 

But what about the people who have been born in war-torn parts of the world, or who suffer 
from malnutrition or disease or famine? Why was I born here whilst others are born and live in 
areas of the world which are rather more inhospitable? Should I be congratulating myself that I 
didn’t have their problems, or should I be working to help alleviate the difficulties which others 
encounter? The Christian way of life in which I had been brought up suggested that I was a lucky 
one and I should be devoting more time to serving the needs of those less fortunate than myself. 
I’m still working on it.

	 

Why now? I’ve often tried to visualise the lives of those in this country who lived a few hundred 
years ago. History books and fanciful novels speak of times when there were Lords who ruled 
the land and who employed - or used - others, less fortunate than themselves, to work the land 
and provide the food for them. Battles were fought on foot and horseback with individuals hardly 
able to protect themselves from the arrows, battleaxes and swords of their opponents.

	 

The Bible was written in Latin, which only a relatively few were able to read for themselves. The 
Christian message was preached by a small number of educated men and the general 
population was most likely illiterate. They could only follow what their Lords and the Clergy told 
them.

	 

We live in what are considered to be more enlightened times where education for all is 
considered to be a right rather than the privilege of the wealthy and powerful. And so, for me, 
I’ve been able, not only to read the Bible for myself, but also to read Swedenborg’s writings (in 
an English translation) and other collateral books to teach myself the right way to live. I am able 
to think and make decisions for myself. This is progress from earlier times which gives me the 
opportunity to put my understanding of Christian teaching to the test from a basis of knowledge 
rather than mere obedience to the dictates of others.

	 

So what am I doing about it? I hope that I’m doing my best to fulfil the wishes of the Lord of all, 
but I’m still in the dark - and expect to stay that way - about His eternal purpose for my 
existence. I’m still working on this as well.
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