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New Web Site Launch 
Gemma McLean reports:

The newly designed General Conference of the New 
Church web site is now live at:

generalconference.org.uk

Please visit the site which, amongst other things, 
features innovative new ways to access E-News and E-
Read.

Why not try clicking a tag in the tag cloud to see all 
issues of E-News and E-Read that relate to that word? 

Try using the search box to search for the title of a 
particular news 
item. Or simply 
view all issues by 
hovering over the 
News item in the 
top menu bar and 
selecting a sub 
category.

We hope you enjoy the site. Please direct any comments 
about the site to Revd David Gaffney.
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About Us 

To find out more about The 
General Conference of the New 
Church, including the locations 
of our Churches, visit our web 
site at: 

gcnc.org.uk 

Send us your News 

If you have any news that you 
would like to share in a future 
issue of E-News, please send it 
via email to:  

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are provided 
completely free of charge. If you 
would like to make a donation to 
help the General Conference of 
the New Church maintain these 
services, please visit: 

gcnc.org.uk/donations 

Share E-News 

Feel free to print and share this 
publication. 

Sign up 

Sign up for E-News email 
notifications at:  

gcnc.org.uk/signup
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Annual Conference 2019 Highlights 
Rita Russell reports:

The 212th Annual Meeting of The General Conference 
of the New Church at the Hayes Conference Centre at 
Swanwick, Derbyshire was held from Tuesday 23rd to 
Friday 26th July 2019 and attended by 76 adults and 15 
children. The theme of this Conference was “Take 
heart…your faith has healed you.” The children often 
worked separately from the adults led by their very able 
leaders, Gwendolen Rowe, Robert Clark and Sue 
Chesworth with some help from Jenny Jones and Becky 
Jarratt. 

What were the highlights?

•  All the worship including wonderful music and hymn    
singing. 
•  The updates from various groups including the 
Council about the issues that had been dealt with during 
the past year and plans for the future.
•  The Spiritual Day on Wednesday which began with the 
Holy Supper service led by Revds Bruce Jarvis and 
Alison Southcombe and continued by our Spiritual 
Leader’s Keynote Address when we thought especially 
about our theme - faith.
•  The Choice sessions, organised by the ministers, which 
included Forest Church, Faith Walk, Circle Dances, Any 
Questions and Bible Study. I cannot write about the 

Page �2

Logos 

The logo you see on the top 
of E-News and E-Read, and 
the new web site, are available 
to download in either red or 
blue. You can download a zip 
folder of the logos in both 
JPEG and PNG format, in 
various sizes from:

generalconference.org.uk/
downloads/logos.zip

You may like to use them with 
your own General Conference 
of the New Church 
publications. If you require a 
different size or colour, please 
contact Gemma McLean:

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk

For data protection purposes 
please only use the logo if you 
are part of The General 
Conference of the New 
Church. If you are unsure, 
please check with Gemma.

Amazon Smile 

You can now use Amazon 
Smile to generate a donation 
for The General Conference 
of the New Church on eligible 
purchases from the Amazon 
web site, at absolutely no cost 
to yourself or us!

To find out more, please go to 
our Donations page and scroll 
down to the Amazon Smile 
section at:

generalconference.org.uk/
donations
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other groups as I joined the Forest Church group. We built a shelter with a tarpaulin and 
then were sent off to find or take photos of three things - something that made us happy; 
surprised us; and reminded us that the Lord was in this place. 

• Lee Differ was awarded his Graduation certificate as he had completed his final year 
studying with the Swedenborg Open Learning Centre. He begins a Distance Learning 
Master’s degree in Philosophy with Nottingham University in the Autumn. 

• Paul Morgan was introduced to the Conference as the new Ordination student.
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• When the ballot had taken place the new Council received a prayer and blessing from Revd 
Becky Jarratt.  The average age of the Council is definitely going down!  

• The Conference service led by the Revds Christine Bank and Jack Dunion.
• This was followed by Party Time. We certainly have a lot of very talented people, older and 

younger, who did sketches, sang, played and danced.
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What didn’t I enjoy? - the heat and stuffiness of the main hall but otherwise the Conference 
was a super occasion enjoyed, I think, by all. Why don’t you come and join us in 2020 (July 
28th-31st). You will have a great time!

The photographs were kindly provided by Alan Misson, Erica Cunningham and the Purley 
People Facebook page. For more photos from the Conference, please check out our web site 
gallery at:
generalconference.org.uk/gallery

Keynote Summary 
Richard Cunningham reports:

Revd David Gaffney gave the keynote address at the Swanwick conference on 24th July.  His 
subject was the theme of Conference, found in Matthew 9:22, “Faith.”  The quote from the 
word is “Take heart… your faith has healed you.”  In it, the Lord carried out two miracles of 
healing: the woman suffering an issue of blood who touches His robe; and the daughter of the 
ruler Jairus who was not dead, but sleeping.  The full story can be found in the synoptic 
gospels at Matthew 9: 18-22, Mark 5:21-43, and Luke 8:40-56.

David showed a clip (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONoRZW73FUE) from the 
YouTube website which you may wish to watch.
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David’s presentation took us through the spiritual meaning.  The miracles of healing 
represent spiritual healings, where our states in which we are becoming ‘dead’ to the Lord are 
changed by the Lord’s actions.  This affects our outer life in which we interact with the world, 
and our inner life in which we receive love and truth from the Lord.  

The woman who touches His robe receives from the Lord because she has faith, and faith is 
her acknowledgement of truth in her inner life.  The child, of whom the Lord says “she is not 
dead, but sleeping” shows us our faith which can become so locked into the falsities of the 
world that it has no effect, but the Lord wakes it up and it becomes a living faith which then 
can direct our lives.  The Lord is also beginning to establish the Christian church (to follow 
the Jewish church which was almost dead at that time) by demonstrating his divinity.

The presentation contained many more details than those I’ve recorded here, but I hope to 
have included some of the main points and to have helped by giving some of the ‘flavour.’  
During the address several questions were asked by the audience and were answered.  Many 
of those present found it to be an interesting and useful speech.
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