
 
 

Home Worship for August 2019 by Revd Jack Dunion 

Sunday 4th August                   Please read: John 14:1-10 
Caring Angels 

 
John 14:2 “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you?” 
 
One of the key ideas presented in the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg is the idea of “use”. 
According to Swedenborg use is made up of a trilogy of end, cause & effect, the actual deed being 
the effect. In other words, we have an end, which is part of our will, we form an idea in our 
understanding of how we will go about it, which is the cause, and so both end & cause are present 
in the effect or outcome. The idea of usefulness involves the quality of the end. To be useful we are 
required to apply this trilogy of end cause & effect as honestly, justly, and industriously as we can 
and in everything we do. In short, usefulness is an expressed form of love through truth. 
Swedenborg describes heaven as “a kingdom of uses” because everyone there performs a good use 
according to their individual skills, talents & abilities. These heavenly uses are performed by 
individual angels within societies. Each individual use complements the other uses. Additionally, all 
societies which perform uses complement the efforts of other societies. This kingdom of uses is said 
to function like a single human body, which Swedenborg refers to as ‘the grand and divine man’ or 
‘universal and divine human’ [HH 59]. ‘Divine’ because it is the Lord’s Divine Love flowing into 
the heavens which gives the angels the desire to be creative, and his Divine Truth flowing into the 
heavens which provides guidance for the angels so that their actions (uses) will be complementary, 
creating harmony across the entire heavens.  
 
As these angels serve the Lord, and the Lord’s work consists of saving people for heaven, then the 
work of the angels benefits those of us who are still here on this earth. Angels in this way, by co-
operating with the Lord, help bring others from earth into heaven. In looking for the closest analogy 
of the work the angels do, I find that the caring profession says it well. Take for example a social 
care team working with service users with learning disabilities. The team meets to discuss the needs 
of each individual service user, then devises care plans which are designed to improve the service 
user’s quality of life. Each plan is tailored to the individual and implemented by those who feel 
drawn to a particular aspect of the work. If the service user likes swimming for example, they are 
matched with a care assistant who also likes swimming. The reward lies in seeing this plan achieve 
the desired objective - helping improve the quality of someone’s life. The joyful feelings generated 
are then shared by the whole team and the benefits are universal.  
 
This is how we might envisage heaven. The angels, working together within each society, seek to 
help improve the quality of spiritual life for those in this world. The desire to serve the Lord and 
help people is their end in mind. The Lord’s overall end is to create a heaven of angels from the 
human race. Their cause is therefore truths which support this end, which they gain in their 
understanding from the Lord, and so the end, through the cause into the affect becomes a use. The 
rewards are universal because each addition to heaven increases the general sphere of happiness 
there and this without end. Hence the perfect, ever increasing, ever expanding, human system, 
called ‘the Grand Man, eternally increases the happiness of the Lord’s created children. 
 
“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you?” 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, teach us to listen and obey, that your truth will be in us and your good 
will be done through us, until that day when we join with the angels of heaven and joyfully 
work in and for your heavenly kingdom. Amen 



 
 

Sunday 11th August                Please read: Psalm 23 
 

Reading the 23rd Psalm  
 

Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.” 
 
Out of the 150 Psalms the 23rd Psalm is probably the most popular. It was also the subject of a 
famous hymn, “The Lord’s my shepherd”, which draws its inspiration from the psalm. It is often 
read to help people who are going through difficult periods in their lives and it seems to touch 
people very deeply in its expressions of empathy and hope. The Psalm can roughly be grouped into 
three sections. It begins with the words “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.” We 
might think of how sheep rely on the shepherd to lead them to the best grazing places and keep 
them safe. Sheep know their shepherd and follow him only; they know he will provide for all their 
needs. The Lord compares himself to a good shepherd in John 10:11 when describing his love for 
and commitment to his people and the way in which he laid down his life for us his sheep.  
 
The second part of the psalm describes how we can “walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death” and reassures that we needn’t fear anything, even during the worst times in our lives or 
while we endure the deepest temptations; the Lord is always there with us. High places represent 
heavenly states and so valleys, being the opposite of high places, represent very low states, and the 
shadow of death describes further the depth of these temptation states. We can, even in the midst of 
a disaster, still be calm and at peace within, when we know the Lord is looking after our spiritual 
life.  
 
The third part of the psalm describes how the Lord prepares a table in the midst of our enemies. Our 
enemies are of course the evil spirits who try to harm us by manipulating our emotions and trying 
continually to turn our thoughts to evil. To prepare a table means that the Lord can still feed our 
spirits with heavenly goodness, even when those around us or within us are trying to harm us. The 
Lord himself demonstrated this when he allowed his own people to take his very life away, that he 
might be able to save even those who harmed him.  
 
Such love is only possible for us if we have the Lord’s life in us. We could therefore apply this 
psalm in our lives today. First we can grow a deep trust and reliance on the Lord to look after our 
spirit. By following him alone we refuse to do wrong and only try to do the good which our good 
shepherd teaches us. Secondly, in times of deep spiritual temptations, we should call on the Lord. If 
we have truly followed him and we know this in the deepest part of our being, all the accusations 
etc. which the hells try to use against us, cannot and will not be inwardly believed by us and cannot 
harm us.  
And thirdly, if we are following the Lord, relying on him to meet our every need and we have 
achieved that inner peace which the world can neither give nor take away, then he will prepare a 
table for us and feed us with heavenly food, even in the presence of our enemies. If people have 
wronged us we needn’t react out of hate or vengeance, but we can instead see them too as victims 
who are either ignorant of truth or haven’t yet had the strength of faith to rise above their own 
selfish and worldly emotions and thoughts.  
 
The Lord is the true shepherd, no real or lasting harm can come to those who rely on him 
completely; who read his Word, seek his truth and apply it in their lives. Such a person is being led 
by the good shepherd, day by day, led that is towards their heavenly home prepared with loving 
care. Ultimately, such a person comes among others the same as themselves and lives an eternal life 
of useful service unhindered by bad spirits and led by the Lord alone. 
 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.”  



 
 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, our true Shepherd, we love you and trust you and wish to be led by 
you. Please remove anything from our lives that would separate us from your loving care, so 
that we will always and forever be led by you to the greenest of pastures and the life giving 
waters of truth which flow from your Holy Word. Amen 
 
 
 

Sunday 18th August                                      Please read: Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The Poor  

Matt. 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Whenever there is a downturn in the economy many people experience a sharp rise in the number of 
charities and sales people phoning their homes, looking to boost their income. Sales people are 
usually trained and therefore very good at what they do and we can often find ourselves wrestling 
with certain emotions. These emotions often appeal to our obligations as Christians and we may feel 
sympathetic or even guilty, that we have more material wealth than those who are poor and needy, 
and we can’t refuse to give them what they seek. So how do we as Christians respond in these 
situations and what do the Writings of our church have to say on this?  

First it may be useful to look at where these “emotions” originate. We read in the book Arcana 
Caelestia (AC) 5008[2]: “It is a truth natural not spiritual, within the church, that good ought to be 
done to the poor.” And in AC 5023 we read that “unspiritual natural good is easily convinced that 
falsity is truth and that truth is falsity.” 

We can see here that we should at least consider the potential for natural good in us to be producing 
these doorstep emotions. Here we see a distinction made between natural truth and spiritual truth 
and it tells us that, the idea we should do good to the poor is, on its own, a natural truth. Natural 
truths however, merely act as recipient vessels for spiritual things to flow into so without the 
spiritual idea of doing good to the poor this truth cannot have any life in it from the Lord. What then 
is the spiritual idea of doing good to the poor? Passage AC 5008 [2] continues: 

 “For they (spiritual people) say in their hearts that not all are poor who call themselves poor, and 
that among the poor there are those who live most wickedly, and fear neither God nor men.” 

It is clear here that for this truth to be spiritual it needs to have a discerning element to it, based on 
the character of the poor person, or the nature of the group we give our support to. The confusion 
arises from us feeling the need to make decisions based on natural emotions alone. These often take 
the form of sympathy or guilt and only appear to be good. So we shouldn’t be left feeling guilty 
because we refuse to give in to these emotions and not give our money to anyone who stirs up these 
feelings when clearly it’s not charity and only looks like charity when seen from the light of this 
world.                   

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Prayer: Loving and faithful Lord, grant me the serenity to know the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Sunday 25th August                                    Please read: Genesis 6:9-22 
 

The Ark and the Flood 

Gen. 6:17 “I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.” 

We are all too well aware that the decline of the Christian church has brought the need for change to 
our very doorstep. We have perhaps sensed the inevitability of this for decades now. It would seem 
that our own church has reached a critical moment in our history, and many have had to take the 
brave step of moving out of the building or cease meeting as a church altogether. In thinking about 
the process of decline more generally, I am reminded of that ancient story, affectionately known as 
“Noah’s Ark”. In the search for the origins of human species this ancient story has long been 
discounted, on the basis it’s no longer relevant. That which has been unknown till this day though is 
that the story of Noah’s Ark can tell us what is happening within the church today, and what will 
happen in the future. It can therefore be a guide to us today in our present situation. Let’s look at the 
main highlights of the story: we are told wickedness had increased greatly on the earth and, but for 
a few within the Ark, a great flood is destroying everything.                                                                             

Within the Ark is everything needed to make a fresh start upon the earth, and everything outside is 
to be destroyed by a flood. It will be useful to look at what has being preserved within the Ark and 
what this represents. First let’s look at that outside the ark which is to be destroyed. As we read in 
Genesis 6:17 “I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth….. Everything on earth will perish”. 
What is meant by these floodwaters and that which is to be destroyed on the earth? We know that 
water, when mentioned in the Word, means truth. That is why it is said to quench the thirst of the 
soul. The psalmist says, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” [42.2] And in Matthew’s 
Gospel: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  [5.6]                                                                                    

Water means truth. But as with all things in the Word, it can also mean its opposite, which is falsity. 
In the case of the great flood, it means a flood of falsities. By the earth is meant the church, 
throughout which there has been a great flood of falsities. But just because the church is full of false 
doctrines, doesn’t mean that true doctrine has stopped existing; false doctrines are truths which have 
been twisted into what is false. Falsities are like contaminated water. If the contamination is 
removed, the water is still there. And if falsity is removed the truth is still there. In Exodus 15:22-27 
the thirsty Israelites find water at the pool of Marah, but it’s contaminated. Moses is commanded to 
throw a log into the water, after which it turns sweet and becomes safe to drink again. When that 
which is false is removed, the water is still there, so too do truths remain when falsities are 
removed. It is similar in the story of Noah’s Ark.                                                                                                                

Noah and his family going into the Ark with all the animals, represent truths and goods being 
separated out and kept safe while the flood of falsities destroys the external things of the Church, 
which have been contaminated. No matter what is happening to the church today, the essential 
goods and truths of the church are being kept safe. The Christian church has been swept away by a 
flood of false teaching, teaching which was drawn from the Word; we might call such false 
teachings, contaminated truths. But the essential goods & truths of the church are still there. The 
presence of falsities bears witness to this as they couldn’t exist without them. The goods and truths 
themselves are like water, they are still there, preserved over millennia, safely sealed in & riding on 
top of the flood of falsities. Everything needed for a fresh start, a New Church, is safe within the 
Ark. And just like those in the Ark, some day they will re-emerge, to make a new start and form a 
New Church upon the earth - but not until all the things of the church which are false have been 
totally swept away.                   



 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised at what’s happening to the church; neither should we fear it. The Lord, 
through his Word and through the Writings of our church, has told us this would happen. It’s almost 
obvious what is happening today. Think about it, churches are all empty because of false teaching. 
But the truths people seek are still there, within the Word; safely sealed in while the flood and the 
destruction of the church goes on outside the Ark, as it were. The truth is still there and the good 
can still emerge from these truths, but not until the flood of falsity is gone.  

So what does this mean for our church today? Well surely it gives us an indication of what we need 
to preserve within our church! What are the essentials? What do we need to bring into the Ark? Is it 
the buildings? Is it the pulpit, the stained glass windows? Is it the printed books and the old Bibles? 
Perhaps it is these too; but that which we definitely need to preserve, is keeping what is written in 
the old Bibles and the printed books inscribed on our hearts. What we need to keep safe from the 
flood devastating the church today is a genuine love for the Lord and a love for one another. In Rev 
21:5 “He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  So let each of us 
build our Ark and preserve in it that which is truly important in the church. Let us keep it written on 
our minds and inscribed in our hearts, and rise above the storms of life riding high on the waves of 
change. 

Prayer: All seeing Lord Almighty, help us to put our trust in you and know that your mighty 
providence is over all things at all times and that your love for us is deeper than the deepest 
ocean. Let us then experience that peace which passes all understanding, which this world can 
neither give, nor take away. Amen. 

 
 


