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Swedenborg Featured 

Emanual Swedenborg was featured in an article about 
‘Seven Great Thinkers’ in the Enginerring and 
Technology magazine recently.

The full article can be viewed here:

https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2019/05/great-
polymaths-of-history-all-the-all-round-geniuses/

Here is a little extract:

He was constantly on the hunt for secrets of the soul 
and planned for an opus of 17 volumes on the human 
body, but the project was never finished. Having 
completed just three volumes, Swedenborg experienced 
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a major existential and religious crisis that changed his 
identity - the so-called ‘dream crisis’ of 1744.
He ditched natural science and carefully recorded his 
nightly journeys into the world of angels and spirits. He 
wrote detailed notes about ‘life’ there, in ‘Heaven and 
Hell’ and engaged in complicated theological discussions 
with dead philosophers and inhabitants of outer space. 
His first theological work was a commentary on Genesis 
and Exodus, the first two books of the Bible.

Family Weekend May 24th-27th 
Jenny Jones reports: 

Once again, the families filled Purley Chase over the 
recent Bank Holiday weekend where we spent three days 
having fun, enjoying each other’s company and 
considering and discussing the theme of “Judgement”. In 
the mornings we split into four groups and took part in a 
range of activities including discussion, bible study, 
sculpture building, model making, drama and worship 
leading. Our afternoons and evenings were also busy, 
spending time in the sunshine on the Saturday afternoon 
in the beautiful grounds of Purley playing volleyball, 
team games and Tug of War. On Sunday, the weather 
dramatically changed and so we had to have our picnic 
inside. However, the sun suddenly came out and so we 
rushed to Bosworth Water Park where the young people 
were treated to a boat trip by the NCYA and many 
enjoyed a swim in the lagoon style lake. 
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Update from Gemma 

We now have 97 subscribers 
for email notifications for E-
News and E-Read. Can we 
reach the 100 mark before 
the end of June? If you haven’t 
already signed up to receive 
email notifications when new 
issues are released, please do 
so at: gcnc.org.uk/signup

The 97 subscribers figure 
doesn’t take in to account our 
readers that simply visit our 
web site and download the 
issues as and when they wish, 
or the people that read the 
issues that are printed out and 
shared around Churches.

So our readership must be 
well above the 100 mark, 
which is pleasing news!

Can I also take this 
opportunity to ask you to 
send me any photos you 
might like to display in our 
brand new web site photo 
gallery. I have already received 
some super ones of the 
Bournemouth congregation 
but not many others. The new 
gallery will be part of our 
newly designed web site and 
will showcase our community, 
so if you’d like your photos to 
be featured, please send them 
to me. 

You must have permission 
from the photograph taker as 
well as any people featured in 
the photograph (or parents/
guardians of children if under 
18).

Please send them to: 
gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk
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Yet again, a great time was had by all - thanks to all the leaders who helped to make the 
weekend so special.

We were also lucky to be joined by Luke Whitehead. Luke has attended Purley events for 
many years and is now interested in joining our team of young leaders. He has written a few 
words about his weekend with the families:

“This was my first time attending the Family Weekend at Purley. My experience was very 
good and I enjoyed all activities and areas which I was a part of. Due to my age I was able to 
participate in both the Adult group and Young Adults group, and found both to be engaging. I 
enjoyed participating in the Adult group due to the theological discussion and different 
focuses it took. I also enjoyed the Young Adult group, due to the different acting and craft 
exercises. This was made possible by the hard work of all the great leaders. I would encourage 
anyone interested to attend in future and I hope to be doing so again next year.” 
Luke Whitehead (20) 
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Kearsley News 
Pauline Grimshaw reports: 

Spring Break 
Seventeen of us really enjoyed four days of glorious weather at Purley Chase from the 20th to 
the 23rd of May. It was a holiday with something for everyone - not least three substantial 
meals a day with cake in between. The more active amongst us burnt off the calories playing 
bowls and rounders and ‘koob’ a sort of skittle type game.

Some of us really enjoyed a presentation by Lee Differ on the various stages of our spiritual 
development and were very much impressed by his PowerPoint diagrams so professionally 
prepared. 

On our first morning we were taken down to the games room where Revd Alison Southcombe 
showed us and explained the symbolism of the stunning newly painted murals all around the 
walls. They really were the most delightful pictures full of colour, symbolism and 
correspondence.

For those with a historical interest there were presentations on Revd John Hyde, a New 
Church minister in Manchester and the Kerby sisters who worked as governesses to children 
of the aristocracy in pre-revolutionary Russia. These were given by Maeve and myself.
For those with a geographical disposition John Ford gave a quiz on ‘Flags of the World’ from 
his personal collection. It was really interesting and we learnt quite a lot - whether we will 
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remember the various combinations of stars and stripes, and crescents and crosses is another 
matter!

In the afternoons some of us went walking in the extensive wooded countryside whilst others 
went to the local garden centre. We also went to places a little further afield including the 
Heritage centre at Bosworth Field, which had really instructive displays including items to 
handle such as chain mail, which was really heavy to wear and head gear that was difficult to 
put on and even more difficult to take off. Others of us visited the ‘Book Barn’ with its vast 
array of books and the nearby zoo at Twycross.

Photo taken from astleybookfarm.com

We had a service of worship each evening led by myself and Alan and then went into the 
lounge to play cards or just chat over an enjoyable night cap! Thanks to John Ford for 
arranging our mini-break. It was just sad that Jean was unable to be with us and also Clive was 
much missed. It was good though to meet Lee and Paul Morgan, also a student for the 
ministry, as well as various members of our Derby church who had come along for working 
parties and meetings.

Thy Kingdom Come 
We were asked by the local ‘churches together’ whether we could hold a Service of Prayer 
during the week between the Ascension and Pentecost. This was something that I had never 
done before. It was suggested that we hold it before the Whist Drive on Monday afternoon! 
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I was rather worried about it, having never done anything like it before, and wondered 
whether anyone would come along.

I set out a semicircle of chairs at the front of the church and lit the candle. Twelve people 
came quietly in and there was a lovely peaceful atmosphere as we had prayer, readings and 
reflections on the coming of the Holy Spirit into our hearts and minds. It was a surprisingly 
moving and beautiful experience, an oasis of calm in a busy day.
 
Also we had a completely different type of experience after the Sunday morning service. We 
must hold this year’s record for the number of people at a baptism - approximately a hundred 
and fifty adults and a large number of children and babies in prams. Two babies, cousins, a boy 
and a girl were being baptised. Annabeth was particularly helpful giving out the ‘Activity Bags’ 
to children. The service began quietly enough until the first little girl started screaming, 
crying and wriggling which set all the other babies off ! Thankfully the little boy  behaved 
perfectly!

To finish off we had another session of noise - this time involving all the children present - 
who were asked to be a band! Each child was given a percussion instrument, which they 
played along with the organ as the adults sang ‘Give me Joy in my heart’ as Carolyn and 
Annabeth conducted! It certainly was an experience!
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