
 
 

Home Worship for July 2019 by Revd Christine Bank 
 
Sunday 7th July 2019 A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman          Matthew 9: 18-26 
 
July sees the Annual General Meeting of The General Conference of the New Church. 
This year the theme is Faith and a key verse which features on the front of the programme 
is from Matthew 9:22. “Take heart…your faith has healed you.”  
 
My Bible has the heading ‘A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman’ on each of the three Gospel 
accounts of this story, but there are differences between them; the focus today is on 
Matthew 9: 18-26, but this is also recorded in Mark 5: 21- 43 and Luke 8: 40-56. 
 
It isn’t unusual to find variations between accounts of an event in these Gospels and it is 
quite normal for me to find that the version I think I know doesn’t actually exist. I'm familiar 
with elements of each and my memory combines them into one story, so when I do 
actually pick up the Bible to read it there is a sense of rediscovering just that one single 
story.  
 
Looking for a sense of what is important in Matthew’s account as distinct from the others 
for me is the simplicity and brevity of this passage. Not even the name of Jairus is 
recorded and the message to the woman who is healed is the briefest of the accounts. 
Without the additional description the healing is so simple. She touches his cloak and is 
known by Jesus and fully healed in that instant.  
 
The outer garment is representing the most external aspects and the edge of that garment 
even more so - yet the woman’s faith was such that touching just the edge of Jesus’ cloak 
was sufficient and was all she tried to do. She knew and believed this was enough and so 
it proved. Together with the unnamed father who comes with the confidence he can ask 
Jesus to restore his recently deceased daughter to life we have a hugely powerful and 
very brief demonstration of the power of faith which allows the Lord’s power to heal and 
transform.  
 
Faith begins as a thing we hold externally, we see that others have it and that inspires 
confidence and some belief in us, or we find a truth in the Bible that we remember and 
hang onto. Only when we start to apply what we know in daily life does it truly change us 
and guide our ways.  
 
Apocalypse Explained 815.4 (part)  
No other faith than that which is called historical, which at that time was a miraculous faith, 
was meant by this faith whereby the sick were healed; consequently by this faith many 
wrought miracles at that time. This faith was, that the Lord was Almighty, because He was 
able to do miracles of Himself; for this reason He also allowed Himself to be worshipped, 
which was not the case with the prophets of the Old Testament, who were not worshipped. 
But there must always be this historical faith before it becomes a saving faith; for a 
historical faith becomes a saving faith with a person by learning truths from the Word, and 
living according to them.  
 
Prayerfully give thanks for the faith you already hold and ask the Lord to deepen and 
increase this as it becomes an ever firmer and more robust base to depend on through 
life’s challenges.  
 
 



 
 
Sunday 14th July 2019    The Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit   Mark 9: 14-27 
 
Another healing miracle this Sunday, taken from Mark 9: 14-27 is the account of a boy with 
an evil spirit being healed by Jesus, as his disciples could not cast out the spirit. The father 
of the boy makes the very human appeal “If you can …” which is a form of words Jesus 
pounces on and challenges. The father replies “I believe, help my unbelief…” 
 
The ‘If you can do anything...’ part of this is a question within with the boy’s father and 
reflects his own doubt which persists even though he has brought his son to be healed. 
Jesus makes it clear that everything is possible with belief and the man immediately 
recognises that he needs the Lord’s help.  
 
This is one of those passages which speaks so clearly to me, I recognise the idea I believe 
to some extent, but then everyday events of life and circumstances get in the way so 
easily. I need the Lord’s help to do even the most basic of things of faith – to hold onto 
what I already have as a starting point and then allowing it to grow and work through me 
and really be part of daily life.  
 
Read back a few verses to the beginning of the chapter and see this is the first encounter 
with the crowds after the Transfiguration. The three disciples with Jesus saw wonderful 
things in that private moment and now the everyday world of doubt, need and human 
anguish is there in front of them again.  
 
The extract from the Writings follows a long list of healing miracles when the Lord spoke to 
the person and said in various ways their faith had made them well. He healed a wide 
range of physical conditions, corresponding to spiritually diseased or disordered states. 
There is a principle of faith - being an acknowledgement of the Lord as a necessary first 
step - and then He is able to truly be in our life and work the miracles of changes we 
cannot produce for ourselves.  
 
Apocalypse Explained 815.5 (part) 
There were three reasons why faith in the Lord healed these; first, because they 
acknowledged His Divine omnipotence, and that He was God; secondly, because faith is 
acknowledgement, (and this inner acknowledgement is what enables the Lord to be even 
more closely present with us rather than near us).  
The third reason was, that all the diseases healed by the Lord represented and thus 
signified the spiritual diseases that correspond to these natural diseases; and spiritual 
diseases can be healed only by the Lord, and in fact by looking to His Divine omnipotence 
and by repentance of life.  
 
Prayerfully consider the things that the Lord shows you are in need of healing in your 
spiritual life. It may be something inside you or may extend to relationships and situations 
around those you know. Maybe asking, like the father in this miracle, for the Lord’s help to 
recognise our own needs and to have the confidence and faith to trust him is part of this 
for us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sunday 21st July 2019 Naaman Healed of Leprosy 2 Kings 5: 1-14 
  
In the first week the simplicity of the woman’s faith in touching Jesus’ cloak led to her 
being healed. This week let’s look at 2 Kings 5: 1-14 and the account of Naaman being 
healed of leprosy. 
 
The simplicity of the instructions to go and wash is almost Naaman’s undoing – his outrage 
at being told to go to a river and wash there lead him to anger rather than compliance. 
Only when he is carefully calmed down by servants and reminded he would have willingly 
done more difficult things to effect a cure is he persuaded.  
 
Being truly humble is a difficult step to take - and think of all that it entails for a powerful, 
proud and influential man to completely follow instructions from a prophet who doesn’t 
even turn out to see him in person! So much of life is geared around our sense of self-
importance and making sure we have some influence or sway in how things happen. 
Being willing to listen to others and take notice can be hard for us.  
 
Sometimes others have to point out what should be obvious and our ego or sense of self 
has to take a conscious step back to enable progress to be made. Naaman’s story is not 
just about a powerful man made humble but it also links to the sacrament of baptism; a 
sign of entry into the church and a powerful symbol which in itself does not save but is the 
outward sign of what is intended.  
 
We tend to think of baptism for children with the responsibility for keeping the promises 
made resting with the parents. Bringing children towards an independent life includes not 
just the practical aspects of growing up but also supporting the development of spiritual 
and moral qualities and is not something we can force or impose. Parenting is a long term 
task and the child learns everything very gradually.   
 
When an adult seeks baptism it is a very different commitment. An adult makes the 
personal choice to enter into following the pattern of Christian living in their own life and 
undertakes this as a conscious step in their own spiritual journey. Some aspects of this 
Old Testament story resonate with the almost childish sense of self being brought down a 
peg or two. The initially hidden but powerful prophet who won’t accept gifts or allow any 
deflection away from the fact he serves the Lord keeps the focus on the God of Israel.  
 
Belief this time comes after the event; the faith to send Naaman for healing is initially 
misdirected but when the Lord’s instructions for a cure were begrudgingly followed the 
transformation was able to happen. Obedience to him, however grudging or unwilling at 
first, can be enough to allow the Lord to work in our life.   
 
AC4255.5 Naaman's being healed of his leprosy by washing himself seven times in the 
Jordan according to the command of Elisha, represented baptism; for baptism signifies 
initiation into the church and into those things which are of the church; thus regeneration 
and the things of regeneration. Not that anyone is regenerated by baptism, but that this is 
the sign of it, which he should remember 
 
Prayerfully recognise a personal responsibility for following the Lord each day and that 
humility and obedience are the building blocks of our eventual heavenly life.  
 
 
 



 
 
Sunday 28th July 2019  Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind  John 9: 1-41 
 
This chapter tells a complete story of the man being healed but not actually seeing Jesus 
until the Pharisees expel him from the temple. Then Jesus finds the man and asks if he 
believes – and the man then worships Jesus. 
 
Jesus being worshipped is important, and it is also noticeable that the Old Testament 
prophets who were involved in healings were most definite they were not to be worshipped 
at all. The story of Naaman shows him returning to Elisha and recognising that it was the 
God of Elisha who healed him. Elisha wouldn’t take even a gift as a token of thanks. The 
extract from the Writings for the 7th July said that the Lord did allow himself to be 
worshipped because he was able to do miracles of Himself    
 
Apocalypse Explained 815.5 (part) 
This faith also was represented and signified by their miraculous faith; but the faith by 
which spiritual diseases are healed by the Lord can be given only through truths from the 
Word and a life according to them; the truths themselves and the life itself according to 
them make the quality of the faith. 
 
The Gospels give us a world of spiritual conflict where the spiritual boundaries were being 
pushed to the limits and the Lord came on earth to resist the hells and save the human 
race.  
 
The ‘simple’ belief of following the teachings of religion, accepting them as sacred and holy 
and living life guided by that straightforward principle was enough for the Lord to find the 
people with hearts ready to welcome him into the world.  
 
Mary and Joseph are obvious examples of those willing to obey and the disciples and 
others like Martha, Mary and Lazarus followed and came to believe in him. The external 
evidence of miracles and the personal response that what Jesus taught is true resonates 
deeply within.  
 
The challenge of offering worship is one that encompasses the whole of life as it requires 
our own priorities to be realigned in accordance with the Lord’s ways. Faith and belief must 
lead us on as in AC 9139 below.  
 
AC 9139 Acknowledging and worshipping the Lord means living according to His 
commandments, that is, living the life of faith and charity.  
 
Prayerfully turn to the Lord acknowledging him as your Lord and Saviour.  Name who he is 
for you, confess what he does for you, humbly acknowledge your need of him and thank 
him for opening your eyes to his truth and goodness. 


