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“How much does my heart burn 
within me when I’m reminded that 
the Old Testament as well as the 
New is all about Him who ‘died to 

save us all’?” 
The Gospel according to Luke tells us that on the very day our 
Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead He appeared alongside 
two sad people walking down the road to Emmaus, a village 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. But, as the Gospel puts it, 
‘their eyes were kept from recognising him’; to them he was ‘a 
stranger’ who happened to be going in the same direction as 
they were. Getting into conversation with them this ‘stranger’ 
asked them what had occurred to make them sad. So 
Cleopas, one of the two, spoke about what had happened in 
Jerusalem in the past three days to a certain Jesus of 
Nazareth who, they had hoped, ‘was the one to redeem 
Israel’. But their hopes had been dashed, for he had been 
condemned to death, crucified, and buried. Furthermore some 

womenfolk had visited the tomb as soon as possible after this, but the body was not there, 
though these women said a vision of angels had told them he was alive.  


Having listened to the two sad people the risen Lord, who was still ‘a stranger’ to them, then 
said – 

   O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. Was  
   it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?  
To which the gospel adds – 

   And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets he interpreted to them in all the 
   Scriptures the things concerning himself.                                                                               
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Nearing Emmaus towards evening time the two invited their fellow traveller on the road to stay 
the night with them. At supper, their guest took bread, said a blessing, and broke it, at which 
point ‘their eyes were opened and they recognised him. And he vanished from their sight.’ Their 
immediate response was – 

   Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to 
   us the Scriptures? 

So they straightaway returned to Jerusalem - uphill for most of the seven miles - to report their 
experience to the eleven disciples. 


Not long after this the risen Lord appeared to the eleven themselves. Having assured them it 
was He Himself and not some spirit or ghost He declared – 

   These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written  
   about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.    

Then, having ‘opened their minds to understand the Scriptures’ He said – 

   Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, …  

No doubt all of this, and more, contained in Luke 24:13 onwards is familiar to receivers of E-
Read, indeed for some it may be one of their favourite passages in the Bible. As I re-read it I ask 
myself whether I share in the awe and wonder of Cleopas and his companion. How much does 
my heart burn within me when I’m reminded that the Old Testament as well as the New is all 
about Him who ‘died to save us all’? Certainly while for very many years I was involved in the 
task of producing for the Swedenborg Society a new Latin edition of Arcana Caelestia, and then 
a new English translation of that long work, I was constantly being reminded of the great love 
and achievements of the Maker and Preserver of all things who became flesh and is for 
evermore the Redeemer and Saviour of the whole human race. The explanations, in Arcana 
Caelestia, of Genesis and Exodus show that at their inmost or deepest level of meaning those 
two chapters have reference directly to Him who made human beings and came on earth to 
rescue them from the dominion of hell. Let me quote the blurb on the back cover of the second 
of the twelve volumes of the English edition of ‘the Arcana’ – 


   To the two walking to Emmaus the Risen Lord ‘expounded in all the Scriptures the things 

   concerning Himself; and after that to all the disciples He spoke about ‘all things written in 

   the Law of Moses and in the Prophets and in the Psalms concerning Me’ (Luke 24:27,44). 

   Volume Two of Arcana Caelestia reveals that ‘the things concerning Himself’ consist not 

   only of the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament but also of the arcana hidden within 

   the historical narratives about the patriarchs. 

   First of all, in the explanation of Chapters 10 and 11 of Genesis, this second volume 

   continues the detailed presentation begun in Volume One of the whole subject of God’s 

   renewal or regeneration of human beings today and of people and Churches in the past. 

   Then, in the exposition beginning at Chapter 12 it is shown that the inner or spiritual 

   meaning of the Abram stories concerns the Lord in childhood and youth, though it is not 

   the outward events of His earthly life that are portrayed but the inward development of 

   His Person and also His inner conflicts, even in those early years, with the powers of evil. 
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And also the blurb on the back cover of Volume Three may be helpful – 


   Prior to His expounding ‘in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself’ the Risen 

   Lord had said to the two walking to Emmaus, ‘Ought not the Christ to have suffered these 

   things and to enter into His glory?’ Sufferings (or temptations) of body, mind, and spirit – 

   as shown in Volume Two of Arcana Caelestia – began for Him in childhood and youth, and 

   they grew increasingly severe during those years and then throughout His manhood. The 

   severest and inmost of His temptations therefore came last of all, the outward and visible 

   manifestations of them being the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane and the Passion on 

   the Cross. These final temptations form the subject here in Volume Three, in particular in 

   the explanation of Genesis 22. The inner or spiritual meaning of the narrative describing 

   Abraham’s obedience to sacrifice Isaac as God had commanded him has to do with the 

   depth of our Lord’s greatest sufferings; also, as a consequence of these, with the achieving 

   of that perfect unity within Him of Divinity and Humanity, and of the salvation of His 

   people from the dominion of hell. 


But a blurb is ‘a publisher’s commendatory advertisement of a book.’ So let me quote a few 
statements from Arcana Caelestia – 


   … the Lord underwent and suffered the severest of temptations, more severe than 

   anybody else has ever done, …   AC 1663 

   Since the Lord underwent the most dreadful and the cruellest temptations of all it was 

   inevitable that He too should be driven into feelings of despair, which He put to flight and 

   overcame by His  own power, as becomes quite clear from His temptation in Gethsemane, 

   …  AC 1787  

   The glorification of His Human and the subduing of the hells by the Lord have given 

   mankind deliverance from evils, and salvation. For the Lord glorified His Human by 

   means of conflicts against the hells and the victories He always gained over them in those 

   conflicts, the final conflict and victory being that on the Cross, …  AC 10655 

   The Lord came into the world to save the human race, which if He had not done so would 

   have perished in eternal death. He saved it by subduing the hells, which were molesting 

   every person coming into the world and going out of it, and at the same time by glorifying 

   His Human; for having accomplished this He is able to keep the hells in subjection for 

   evermore. The subjection of the hells and the glorification of His Human simultaneously 

   was accomplished by means of temptations which His Human was allowed to undergo, 

   and by repeated victories in them, His passion on the Cross being the final temptation and 

   the complete victory.  AC 10828 


In short, the things the Lord suffered before He entered into His glory were the many temptations 
or conflicts He endured, not only the final and severest in Gethsemane and on Calvary Hill, but 
all those undergone from childhood onwards. And these sufferings are spoken of in the Old 
Testament, sometimes in its literal sense, more fully in its inward and deeper levels of meaning. 


Let me finally comment very briefly on the two words describing the Lord as our Redeemer and 
Saviour. Those two words are generally synonymous, that is, one means almost, if not exactly, 
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the same as the other; they are usually interchangeable. But like any other synonymous pair one 
may also be used to carry its own specific meaning. All this is so when calling the Lord our 
Redeemer and Saviour, in that each denotes Him who rescues us from our foes. Yet Redeemer 
may be used specifically to mean Him who has conquered hell, delivered all people from its 
dominion, and preserved for evermore their freedom to respond to His call to lead a good life. 
Saviour however may be employed to mean Him who regenerates and renews all who in 
freedom do respond to His call. The terms redeem, redemption, and Redeemer relate to what 
the Lord achieved there and then two thousand years ago, while save, salvation, and Saviour 
have to do with what He achieves for people in the here and now, when we, endowed by Him 
with freedom and reason, steer clear of evil actions because they are sins against Him, and in 
His strength lead unselfish lives of use and service to others. But more on this theme another 
time. 


                                                                                                                             To be continued     
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