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Purley Dance Weekend 
Gwendolen Rowe reports:

The Dance Weekend was held at Purley Chase and was 
led by Helen Newton and Rita Russell. There were 18 
dancers and the theme was dancing the elements (earth, 
air, fire and water) for balance and wholeness.

This was a wonderful weekend with a range of dances 
from different traditions and a beautiful space created 
by our leaders.
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About Us 

To find out more about The 
General Conference of the New 
Church, including the locations 
of our Churches, visit our web 
site at: 

gcnc.org.uk 

Send us your News 

If you have any news that you 
would like to share in a future 
issue of E-News, please send it 
via email to:  

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are provided 
completely free of charge. If you 
would like to make a donation to 
help the General Conference of 
the New Church maintain these 
services, please visit: 

gcnc.org.uk/donations 

Share E-News 

Feel free to print and share this 
publication. 

Sign up 

Sign up for E-News email 
notifications at:  

gcnc.org.uk/signup
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On Saturday evening we created a piece of artwork inspired by the theme (pictured below).
It was a wonderful experience and one which will inspire me for weeks to come.

Page �2



28th May 2019 Issue #17

What’s Happening on the Council? 
David Haseler, Trustee, on behalf of the Council reports:

We always enjoy coming to Purley for the May meeting; bluebells in the woods and yellow 
cowslips in the fields together with contented lambs.

Judith Wilson was under the weather and couldn’t make the long trip to Purley, so Richard 
Cunningham was elected to chair the meeting, which he did competently. We were pleased to 
welcome again Margaret Cowie and Shannon Fitzgerald to attend the meeting and are 
pleased that they are both standing for election to the Council.

A draft Bullying and Harassment Policy was prepared by Zoe Brooks and the Council 
approved this. We hope there will never be a need to use this but we believed we should have 
one prepared. Work is also underway to update the staff handbook to comply with ever-
changing requirements and regulations.

We had received a comment from someone trying to find our web site that it had been 
difficult because ‘Swedenborg’ did not appear as a keyword. As a result, Gemma McLean, our 
Technology Manager, has made the site more accessible and also more visually attractive; it 
will be going live soon so keep an eye on www.generalconference.org.uk.

The Paisley church has been sold and the Society has moved into a building that they can hire 
when necessary. The sale of the Kensington church has also been completed.

The Council continues to back the New Christian Bible Study project run in the States by 
Steve David and has provided financial support. Mr David had requested ministerial support 
but the Council agreed with the decision of our Ministry that they did not have the resources 
to do this. (If you have not done so already, do check out https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/).

We invited Rev Alison Southcombe, Purley Leader, to explain her plans for the development 
of activities at Purley. She explained the need to maintain our charitable status even though 
the pool of attendees from within Conference was decreasing, and said she would be 
concentrating on three areas.

Local People and Groups   
Purley is becoming better known in the locality as a result of afternoon teas, a Fairy Trail at 
Easter and walkers and passersby dropping in for a drink. A regular art group continues to 
grow and is progressing to group work. Alison has contacted the Borough Council and local 
groups about making more use of Purley.

She is also producing more leaflets.

Page �3

http://www.generalconference.org.uk
https://newchristianbiblestudy.org/


28th May 2019 Issue #17

Wider Christian Outreach 
Alison is planning to offer more retreats as a bridge to reach other denominations and also 
courses that will appeal to other Christians. There is interchange between Purley and St 
Mary’s, the Atherstone parish church. A bimonthly Taizé service is continuing and a 
fortnightly book group will shortly be starting.

Young People 
Alison is considering a holiday club and encouraging the use of the premises by local schools. 
She will continue with the successful forest school and, possibly, start a communal garden.
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