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Closure of 17 George Street 
Revd Jack Dunion writes (on behalf of Paisley New Church 
and the Scottish Association of the New Church):

It is with some sadness that I have to announce the 
closure of the church building at 17 George Street 
Paisley. Our final service was held there on Easter Day, 
Sunday 21st April 2019. All the past Scottish New 
Church societies had consolidated over the years with 
Paisley becoming the last remaining society in Scotland. 
Fortunately, we are still able to continue as a society, for 
the time being, meeting each Sunday in a hired premise 
at 5 King Street Paisley.

The church building in George street was built in 1810 
by the Methodists to serve those working on the Paisley 
Canal. The Church of the New Jerusalem purchased the 
building in 1861 and it was formally dedicated for New 
Church worship on Sunday the 15th of September of 
that year. The George Street church will not shut down 
for good however, as a new congregation is set to move 
into it. The building has been bought by a church called 
Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ). They were founded 
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in the Philippines in 1914 and have since spread all over the world.

Sadly, this also marks the end of the Scottish Association (SA) of the New Church which had 
been in existence for over 140 years! The SA was dedicated to spreading the writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg throughout Scotland and beyond. Over the years all the major libraries 
in Scotland have received volumes of Swedenborg's best known works via the SA. One great 
highlight for the association was a visit from Helen Keller. Helen attended a reception of the 
SA held in her honour on 22nd June 1932. A small group will informally carry on the outreach 
work of the association but with the closure of Paisley Church its role will be greatly 
diminished.

It's the end of an era for the New Church in Scotland, but with endings come new beginnings 
and we will continue to seek new ways of serving the people of Paisley and reaching out to 
the people of Scotland and beyond.

Kearsley News
Pauline Grimshaw reports:

E-News is this a record? Earlier this month the age range between the oldest and youngest 
members of our normal morning congregation was ninety-eight years! Win Page being the 
oldest at 98 years and 11 months 
and Verity Nicola, daughter of 
Alison Presland, the youngest at 4 
days and 6 hours. Verity behaved 
perfectly and was so amazingly 
beautiful and cuddlesome!

After morning service we all went 
into the hall where Alison was 
presented with a decorated box 
filled with items that had been 
given for Verity’s birth.

A striking new notice board, 
lettered in a modern blue font on 
a white background, has been 
fixed high on the wall outside the 
church. You can’t miss it! And 
hopefully it will help people to 
find exactly where we are.
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We also had a lovely Maundy Thursday 
celebration beginning at 11:30. Tables were 
placed lengthways down the centre aisle and we 
sat around as though for a meal. Then we read a 
dramatised account of the final week of the 
Lord’s life on earth during which we partook of 
the bread and wine and also sang appropriate 
hymns.

Afterwards we enjoyed lunch in the hall - a 
delicious array of salads, sweet potatoes, jacket 
potatoes and of course hot-cross buns. It gave us 

all a chance to chat and to get to know other 
people as we had people from the varying sections of our church community. 
After lunch there was a session of  sacred circle dancing in the church with dances 
appropriate for Holy Week.

Many thanks to Carolyn Kennion for organising the days events.
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NCYA Annual Meeting
Gwendolen Rowe shares the poster for the upcoming meeting:
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