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Southend House Service
Gwen Hardy writes:

To find out more about The
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would like to share in a future
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gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk
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help the General Conference of
the New Church maintain these
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gcnc.org.uk/donations

Share E-News
Feel free to print and share this
publication.
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Sign up for E-News email
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At last year’s Conference, concern was expressed for
those people whose churches have had to close.
The Southend New Church closed two years ago and
there’s no doubt that the five remaining members have
felt the loss greatly and had to adjust accordingly.
However we do continue to meet once a month for a
‘House Service’ at the home of one of our group. It takes
the form of a normal church service, though a little less
formal. We start with the opening of the Word followed
by prayers, readings, hymns (either listened to or read),
an oﬀertory and a short address.
On a few occasions we have been fortunate enough to
have a visiting lay preacher come and lead our worship
and administer the Holy Supper which has meant a lot
to us.
I think I speak for us all when I say that this service is
important to us, keeping us in touch with each other
and especially with the Lord and our New Church faith.
Our attendance has been consistent, usually six of us,
which is a good number though there would be room for
a couple more. Our oﬀertory covers expenses and
enables us to donate to charity as well.
I hope this may encourage others who may find
themselves in a similar situation.
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Spring Rally
Jenny Jones reports:

Easter Rally moved venue and changed name this year to become “Spring Rally”, which was
held at Purley Chase on the last weekend in March. In hindsight, maybe the weekend that the
clocks change and we lose an hour of sleep, is not the best weekend to hold a camp for twenty
five teenagers and young adults! Hey ho!!
Our theme was “Spiritual Survival” and we took part in a workshop on the Saturday designed
to teach us the basics of survival (in case we should find ourselves stranded in the Arctic
Circle or Amazon rainforest!) We learnt how to light fires using a range of natural sources,
construct water-tight shelters and prep and cook mackerel. The fish was consumed with more
enthusiasm than we had expected… maybe this was because we had missed our tea and cake
break mid-morning!
The purpose of the workshop was to enable us to discuss the similarities and diﬀerences
between physical and spiritual survival. We listed vital aspects of surviving on a physical level
such as needing warmth, food, drink and shelter as well as the importance of working as a
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team; then thinking about the correspondence of some of these aspects, relating them to our
daily lives.
A fantastic weekend was had by all and it was particularly good to welcome three new faces
(all of which have asked to return). We enjoyed being at Purley in the sunshine, sharing
delicious food and laughing together as well as joining in worship, thoughtful discussion and
learning new ideas about the teachings of our church.
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