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Did you attend a World Day of Prayer 
service? 
Carolyn Kennion reports:

Page �1

About Us 
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General Conference of the New 
Church, including the locations 
of our Churches, visit our web 
site at: 

gcnc.org.uk 

Send us your News 

If you have any news that you 
would like to share in a future 
issue of E-News, please send it 
via email to:  

gemma.mclean@gcnc.org.uk 

Donations 

E-News and E-Read are provided 
completely free of charge. If you 
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help the General Conference of 
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services, please visit: 

gcnc.org.uk/donations 

Share E-News 

Feel free to print and share this 
publication. 
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On March 1st it was the turn of 
Kearsley New Church to host the 
World Day of Prayer service for our 
local area. The service had been 
prepared by Christian women in 
Slovenia and was titled ‘Come - 
Everything is Ready!’. It was based on 
the parable in Luke chapter 14 about 
invited guests who excused themselves 
from attending a banquet and others 
who were subsequently invited and 
did attend. 

At the start of the service a table was 
laid with a white cloth, traditional 
Slovenian food and a vase of red 
carnations and rosemary - a symbol of 
celebration. Five ‘guests’ then 
gathered round the table and told a 
little about their lives in Slovenia.  
The Bible story from Luke was 
illustrated in a painting by Slovenian 
artist Rezka Arnus and we were 
invited to reflect on the painting and 
the story, and its relevance for us 
today. A CD of Slovenian folk music 
and hymns/songs was supplied by the 
WWDP organisation. Some of these 
were familiar while others had been 
written especially for the service. During the offertory each member of the congregation was 
given a red carnation. About thirty-five people, from a variety of denominations, took part in 
the service and enjoyed a ‘mini-banquet’ of light refreshments afterwards, some with a 
Slovenian theme. 

I particularly enjoyed this service and heard that a number of other people did too. Maybe 
that was partly because there were elements in it which appealed to all our senses - we heard 
cheerful music and singing as well as the reading from the Word and some thought-provoking 
passages and prayers, we saw the attractively laid table, the beautiful red carnations, the 
display made by our Sunday School and Rezka’s painting, we smelt the flowers and the 
delicious food which we later tasted, we felt the hand shakes and hugs of friends old and new.  
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It was also moving to remember that people all over the world were taking part in the same 
service that day and enjoyable to share in worshipping together with people from other 
churches in our local area. If you haven’t attended one of these services before, you may like 
to find out about one in your area next March.

Activity Day 
Jenny Jones reports: 
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A group of young people and children had 
a fantastic weekend in the North East of 
England a couple of weeks ago. We all met 
on Saturday morning at Billingham Forum 
to enjoy an action packed day of climbing 
and ice skating. Then, as we had our own 
conference room to eat our lunch in, 
everyone also had great fun playing 
“ladders” and “duck, duck, goose” whilst we 
waited for our skating session to start. It 
was brilliant to see all ages laughing 
together.
 
The day was followed by a sleepover and 
pizza night hosted by our friends at 
Seaburn Dene church. Despite a night of 
limited sleep, we all managed to get up in 
time to take the service the following 
morning. The service had originally been 
taken by Shannon, Shauna, Sharmaine and 
Libby a few weeks ago at Bradford but this 
time the whole group of 18 children and 
teenagers took part and contributed. The weekend was rounded off by a walk on the beach 
and chips for lunch!

 
You can watch us all performing 
“Our God is a Great Big God” 
on the Purley People Facebook 
page.
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Dates for your Diary
May 11th: I fly and Skate activity day near Basingstoke
May 24th - 27th: Family weekend at Purley Chase
June 22nd - 24th: Bunkhouse weekend near Harrogate
 
Please contact Robert (robert.clark@generalconference.org.uk) and Jenny 
(jenny.jones@generalconference.org.uk) for more details.

Page �5

mailto:robert.clark@generalconference.org.uk
mailto:jenny.jones@generalconference.org.uk

