
New Church Youth Association

Children’s Day - 20th January 2019
Dear Friends,
Once again the New Church Youth Association invites you to use your time of 
worship to focus on children and young people.  While many of you care for 
children in your family, at work or at church, some of you do not have children or 
young people in your church or home but we ask you all to spend this time thinking 
about and praying for them, both in our church organisations and in the wider 
world.

Suggestions for worship
Opening sentences from the Word:
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said, ‘I tell you 
the truth, unless you become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name 
welcomes me.      Matthew 18:2-5

Reading from the Word:
1 Samuel chapter 1

Reading from the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:
Heaven and Hell paragraphs 277 and 278

 277. The innocence of infancy, or of little ones, is not real innocence, since it is 
solely a matter of outward form and not internal. Still, we can learn from it what 
innocence is like, since it does radiate from their faces and from some of their 
gestures and from their first efforts at speech and affects [the people around 
them. The reason it is not real innocence is] that they do not have any internal 
thought-they do not yet know what good and evil are, or what true and false 
are, and this knowledge is the basis of our thinking. [2] As a result, they do not 
have any foresight of their own, no premeditation, and therefore no intent of 
evil. They have no self-image acquired through love for themselves and the 
world. They do not claim credit for anything, but attribute everything they 
receive to their parents. They are content with the few little things given them 
as gifts and enjoy them. They are not anxious about food and clothing or about 
the future. They do not focus on the world and covet much from it. They love 



their parents, their nurse, and their little friends and play innocently with them. 
They are willing to be led, they listen and obey; [3] and since they are in this 
state, they accept everything as a matter of life. So they have suitable habits, 
language, and the beginnings of memory and thought without knowing where these 
gifts come from; and their state of innocence serves as a means of accepting and 
absorbing them. However, since this innocence is strictly a matter of the body 
and not of the mind,(a) as already noted, it is external. Their mind is not yet 
formed, since the mind is our discernment and volition and the thought and 
affection that come from them.
[4] I have been told from heaven that infants are especially in the Lord's care, 
and that there is an inflow from the central heaven, where the state is one of 
innocence, that passes through infants' deeper natures, affecting those natures 
in its passage only through innocence. This is the source of the innocence they 
present to our view in their faces and in some of their gestures. It is what 
deeply affects their parents and creates the love called storge.

278. The innocence of wisdom is real innocence because it is internal, being a 
property of the mind itself and therefore of our volition itself and our consequent 
understanding. When there is innocence in these, then there is wisdom as well, 
because wisdom is a property of volition and understanding. That is why they say 
in heaven that innocence dwells in wisdom and why angels have as much wisdom as 
they do innocence. They support the truth of this by observing that people in a 
state of innocence do not take credit for anything good, but ascribe and 
attribute everything to the Lord. They want to be led by him and not by 
themselves, they love everything that is good and delight in everything that is 
true because they know and perceive that loving what is good-that is, intending 
and doing good-is loving the Lord, and loving what is true is loving their neighbor. 
They live content with what they have, whether it is little or much, because they 
know that they receive as much as is useful-little if little is good for them and 
much if much is good for them. They do not know what is best for themselves-
only the Lord knows; and in his sight everything he supplies is eternal. [2] So 
they have no anxiety about the future, but refer to anxiety about the future as 
"care for the morrow," which they say is pain at losing or not getting things that 
are not needed for their life's useful activities. They never collaborate with 
friends from evil intent, but only from good, fair, and honest intent. To act from 
evil intent, they say, is guile, which they avoid like the poison of a snake because 
it is diametrically opposed to innocence. Since their greatest love is to be led by 
the Lord, and since they ascribe everything to him, they are kept away from 
their self-centeredness, and to the extent that they are kept away from their 
self-centeredness, the Lord flows in. This is why they do not store in their 



memory what they hear from him, whether through the Word or through 
preaching, but immediately heed it, that is, intend and do it. Their intention 
itself is their memory. They appear extraordinarily simple in outward form, but 
they are wise and provident inwardly. They are the ones the Lord was referring 
to when he said, "Be wise as serpents and simple as doves" (Matthew 10:16). 
This is the nature of the innocence called the innocence of wisdom.
[3] Since innocence does not take credit for anything good but ascribes it all to 
the Lord, and since innocence loves to be led by the Lord, giving rise to that 
acceptance of everything good and true that leads to wisdom, we have been so 
created as to be in an outward innocence when we are little, but in an inward 
innocence in old age, to come to the latter through the former. So when we do 
get old, our bodies deteriorate and we become like little children again-but like 
wise little children or angels, for in the highest sense, a wise infant is an angel. 
This is why "infant" in the Word means one who is innocent, and "elderly one" 
means a wise person full of innocence.

Prayers
Heavenly Father, thank You for this time when we are reminded to celebrate and 
give thanks for the children and young people in our church organisation.  We 
welcome the special qualities which children bring such as innocence, trust, 
enthusiasm and joy in the present moment.  We thank You for the opportunities 
they have to enjoy each others’ company and learn together such as activity 
days, in Sunday schools and at Purley.  May they continue to learn more of Your 
truth and Your love for them throughout their lives.  Amen

Lord, we pray for the children and young people in our families, in our 
neighbourhoods, in this country and throughout the world.  May we trust that You 
are constantly striving to bring love and peace into the lives of all of them.  We 
ask for Your blessing, Lord, on all who care for or work with children and young 
people.  May they seek Your guidance so that they make wise decisions, perform 
loving actions, and are strengthened in the important role they play in children’s 
lives. Amen

From the President:
‘I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.’
  In what way is Jesus saying we must change? What are little children like? We 
have all been little children and have various experiences of little children in our 
lives.  A key characteristic of very little children is their total dependence on 
and trust in their parents to provide everything they need.  To begin with infants 



do not see their parents as separate from themselves.  Very young children are 
innocent and do not intentionally harm others until they learn what we call ‘the 
ways of the world’.  They live in the ‘here and now’, not worrying about the past 
or the future and are very forgiving; upsets are quickly forgotten.  They are 
inquisitive and full of wonder and enthusiasm as they explore the world around 
them.  
We know from our experience of children that these early states do not last very 
long.  As children grow and develop their skills, they become more independent 
from their parents. Hereditary evils begin to appear, such as selfishness, greed, 
disobedience, roughness and so on.  Teenagers move further away from their 
parents’ influence and guidance as they are attracted to the opinions of their 
peers and society.
Young adults tend to become absorbed in their daily lives, relying on their own 
knowledge and judgement as they develop their careers and relationships.  It is 
natural and orderly that as we grow through childhood to adulthood our 
relationship with our parents changes from one of total dependence to 
independence.  We no longer need our natural parents in the way we did when we 
were little children but we do need our Heavenly Father – the Lord.  The change 
which Jesus tells us is required is the change from trusting in ourselves and what 
we see as our own goodness to acknowledging our complete dependence on the 
Lord and being willing to be led by him.  It is a change to a humble state of mind 
in which we read the Word and worship the Lord in our life by giving ourselves to 
serve the Lord, as Hannah gave her precious little son, Samuel.  Samuel’s 
dedication, trust and obedient service to the Lord in the temple are a picture of 
this new state in us.  The states of innocence from early childhood, stored up in 
us by the Lord, form the basis for this later spiritual development.  The whole 
object of our life in this world is to grow into innocence again – not the ‘innocence 
from ignorance’ of childhood- but the state of perfect humility and trust in the 
Lord which is the ‘innocence of wisdom’. 


